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ALLG researchers are dedicated 
to research that progresses new 
and better treatments for all blood 
cancers. Our current clinical trial 
research portfolio includes 75+ active 
trials targeting many rare blood 
cancers and prioritising high unmet 
clinical needs in blood cancer. A great 
example is our AMLM26 INTERCEPT 
trial which offers personalised 
molecularly targeted therapies to keep 
patients in remission longer through 
its adaptive arm approach. This 
exciting clinical trial is a world-first in 
Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML). Meet 
the AMLM26 INTERCEPT team on 
page 4.

World Cancer Day on 4 February, 
with its theme of ‘United by 
Unique’, provided an opportunity 
to demonstrate the impact of the 
AMLM26 INTERCEPT trial and how 
this trial is advancing personalised 
cancer treatments for AML patients’. 
Dr Chyn Chua, Chair of ALLG’s 
Acute Leukaemia / MDS Scientific 
Working Party, spoke with the ALLG 
team about the importance of the 
molecularly targeted therapies 
AMLM26 offers to prevent relapse, 
increase survival rates, and to deliver 
less toxic and personalised treatments 
for AML. Dr Chua’s presentation was a 
great way to recognise the importance 
of research to better patient outcomes 
on World Cancer Day.

ALLG members will soon come 
together again for our May Scientific 
Meeting in Sydney. Here, they will have 
the opportunity to hear from leading 
local and international haematology 
researchers and share updates and 
knowledge on a range of topics, 
including the latest findings from 
ALLG’s active clinical trials across 
leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma and 
other blood cancers.

If you’re interested in reading 
more of ALLG’s ground-breaking 
research, we recently released our 
‘5 Decades of Impactful Published 
Research’ compendium, providing a 
comprehensive overview of ALLG’s 
research and impact. Find it here.

A strategic priority for ALLG is to 
ensure a sustainable pipeline of blood 
cancer researchers now and in the 
future, to continue to create impact for 
patients. ALLG has strong educational 
and mentoring programs, designed 
to foster career pathways for early 
career researchers into blood cancer 
clinical trials. In the coming month, 
applications will open for our 2026 
ALLG HSANZ Clinical Trials Fellowship, 
and we will announce our next 
intake of the Early Career Clinician 
Researcher Program. Investing in the 
next generation of researchers is vital 
to driving breakthroughs in hard-to-
treat blood cancers. To help ALLG 
accelerate our impact, visit https://
www.allg.org.au/support-us/our-
campaigns/.

ALLG is the only not-for-profit, 
collaborative blood cancer clinical 
trials group in Australia and New 
Zealand. We rely on the support 
of individuals, partners and donors 
to ensure our member researchers 
can develop better treatments that 
provide better quality of life, with the 
potential for cure. 

Excitingly, we have launched a range 
of new tools and ways you can 
fundraise and support ALLG’s blood 
cancer research. Visit https://www.
allg.org.au/support-us/fundraise-
for-us/ to find out more and to get 
involved. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of ALLG 
News.

Yours Sincerely,

Delaine Smith
Chief Executive Officer
ALLG

Welcome from ALLG  
Chief Executive Officer

Welcome to the eleventh edition of ALLG News. In this edition, you can read about our 
upcoming ALLG May Scientific Meeting which brings together leading haematology 
experts to network and share their knowledge to benefit patients with leukaemia, 
lymphoma and myeloma. You can also read about our latest research updates and 
publications as we pursue our mission of Better treatments…Better lives. 

Message from CEO 
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World Cancer Day

About World Cancer Day
World Cancer Day is an important day to raise awareness of the role ALLG plays in blood cancer research, developing and 
conducting clinical trials to advance new and potentially life-saving treatments for blood cancer patients. Led by the Union 
for International Cancer Control (UICC), World Cancer Day has been held annually on 4 February since the year 2000.

The aim of World Cancer Day is to raise worldwide awareness to improve education and catalyse personal, collective and 
government action towards a world where millions of preventable cancer deaths are saved and there is equitable access to 
life-saving cancer treatment – no matter who you are or where you live.

World Cancer Day also brings hope to cancer patients. Patients just like Emma, who was a healthy and energetic 38-year-
old with a passion for dance when diagnosed with an aggressive Hodgkin lymphoma in 2019. Emma was completely 
blindsided by this news and was unsure what her future would hold. Luckily, Emma was able to participate in the ALLG 
HD10 trial and is now living life to the fullest.

Read Emma’s experience of participating in an ALLG trial here.

This Year’s Theme – United by Unique
This year World Cancer Day placed people at the centre of cancer care, and their stories at the heart of the conversation. It 
was about collaboration, connection and community and recognising every cancer patient’s journey is unique.

World Cancer Day 2025

In support of World Cancer Day, the ALLG team came together for an informative presentation on our world-leading 
AMLM26 INTERCEPT clinical trial by Dr Chyn Chua, Chair of ALLG’s Acute Leukaemia / MDS Scientific Working Party. Dr 
Chua explained the importance of molecularly targeted therapies used as a treatment regimen in AML to prevent relapse, 
increase survival rates and provide less toxic and personalised treatments for AML.

Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML) is a rare blood cancer with many different subtypes and genetic characteristics. ALLG’s 
AML clinical trial portfolio has been a primary focus for our research for over 30 years. Our clinical trials aim to address a 
diverse range of patient’s needs, including:
	■ Patients at diagnosis (frontline treatment)
	■ The needs of different patient groups, such as elderly patients or patients with specific AML genetic mutations (FLT3, 

IDH1/IDH2, NPM1)
	■ Patients in remission, to prevent further relapse

ALLG Team

United by Unique - ALLG’s Diverse Acute Myeloid Leukaemia Clinical Trials
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Impactful Trials 

Impactful Trials - Acute Myeloid Leukaemia 

The ALLG AMLM26 INTERCEPT Trial
AMLM26 INTERCEPT is a world-leading clinical trial that aims to treat Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML) patients before 
they relapse, by monitoring their minimal residual disease (MRD). Rising MRD levels are strongly associated with 
progression of this type of leukaemia. AMLM26 is a conceptually game-changing trial that uses cutting-edge genomic 
and clonal screening to determine a personalised molecular treatment approach, providing novel, targeted therapies to 
patients to suppress and eradicate rising MRD and prevent relapse. 

The AMLM26 trial is a world-first trial and will change how AML is treated globally. It is:

	■ ALLG’s first clinical trial to receive FDA approval to open in the United States at the prestigious MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Texas

	■ The first ALLG trial to open to patients in North America, offering targeted, precision medicine therapies to patients 
with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML) via an innovative multiple adaptive arm platform trial design

	■ Pioneering Australia’s National Molecular Monitoring approach to harmonise practice at hospitals across the country.

Pictured left to right: Jenny Collins, CEO Delaine Smith, Dr Natasha Anstee,  
Dr Sun Loo, Amanda Souza, Prof Andrew Wei & Rev Sharma

Benefits of AMLM26 INTERCEPT Trial for Patients
	■ It allows AML patients to be monitored closely, looking for the very earliest indications of leukaemia so it can be 

treated before patients’ relapse

	■ Patients who are not responding can move to another AMLM26 treatment arm based on molecular 
characteristics and available therapies

	■ It has the ultimate aim of keeping AML patients in remission via adaptive therapy – the deeper the remission, the 
longer disease-free survival and better outcomes

	■ It generates evidence for new, better AML treatments that enable better outcomes and better lives for patients
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Acute Leukaemia & Myelodysplastic Syndromes (MDS)

ALLG’s Acute Leukaemia & MDS Leaders
ALLG’s clinical researchers in Acute Leukaemia (AML, ALL) and Myelodysplastic Syndromes (MDS) are led by our 
Scientific Working Party Chair Dr Chyn Chua and Co-Chairs Associate Professor Anoop Enjeti and Associate Professor 
Shaun Fleming. The Acute Leukaemia/MDS Scientific Working Party members discuss, develop and conduct clinical trials 
to investigate new treatments and their effectiveness again current standard of care with the aim of delivering Better 
treatments…Better lives for leukaemia & MDS patients.

Associate Professor Anoop Enjeti  Calvary Mater Hospital
Co-Chair – Acute Leukaemia & Myelodysplasia (ALL, AML & MDS)

Associate Professor Anoop Enjeti is a clinician researcher and clinical haematologist with dual 
clinical fellowships (Physician & Pathology), a masters in epidemiology/biostatistics, a clinical 
doctorate (MD) and a PhD. 

Associate Professor Anoop Enjeti is the clinical lead for the acute myeloid leukemia and 
myelodysplasia program at the Calvary Mater Hospital and the Myelodysplasia clinical lead for 
ALLG. He has led over 35 clinical trials as an investigator at the Calvary Mater Hospital and 
established of the state-wide molecular haematology massive parallel sequencing platform 
and led the translation of DNA microarray into clinical practise for NSW Health Pathology. He 
is currently Chief Investigator of the ALLG MDS05 platform clinical trial.

A/Prof Shaun Fleming Alfred Hospital
Co-Chair – Acute Leukaemia & Myelodysplasia (ALL, AML & MDS)

A/Prof Shaun Fleming is a clinical and laboratory haematologist with a special interest in 
Acute Leukaemias, particularly Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia. His expertise includes 
allogeneic stem cell transplantation and immunotherapies such as CAR-T therapy. He is 
committed to improving access to high-quality care and investigating novel treatments to 
enhance outcomes for leukaemia patients.

Following his haematology training, A/Prof Fleming completed a fellowship in Acute 
Leukaemia at the Alfred. His research focused on applying machine learning to 
prognostication in acute myeloid leukaemia and using measurable residual disease testing 
with novel markers after allogeneic stem cell transplantation. In addition to this he is Chief 
Investigator of the ALL08 BLAM trial.

Dr Chyn Chua  Alfred Hospital
Chair – Acute Leukaemia & Myelodysplasia (ALL, AML & MDS)

Dr Chyn Chua graduated from Melbourne University in 2010 and completed her physician 
training at the Austin and Northern Hospitals. She undertook her specialist haematology training 
at the Austin Hospital followed by two years of fellowship in Acute Leukaemia at the Alfred 
Hospital. She has completed her PhD through Monash University at the Australian Centre for 
Blood Diseases, focusing on optimising treatment strategies in patients with Acute Myeloid 
Leukaemia (AML).

Dr Chyn Chua has a strong interest in clinical trial development and leads multiple national 
investigator-initiated clinical trials in AML through the ALLG, including AMLM26 INTERCEPT and 
AMLM25 INTERVENE. She is passionate about performing robust correlative science research to 
understand the mechanisms of disease response to novel drugs to progress advancements in 
therapeutic strategies.
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ALLG May Scientific Meeting

Held biannually, ALLG Scientific Meetings offer an important opportunity for our member clinicians, scientists and 
clinical trial professionals to come together to discuss our 75+ active clinical blood cancer trials and translational 
research across leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma.

ALLG invites international and local leading haematologists to this conference to provide important research updates 
and to join our own researchers to discuss and develop new blood cancer clinical trials to deliver Better treatments…
Better lives for blood cancer patients. 

ALLG Scientific Meetings also feature many opportunities for networking with colleagues and industry partners, 
including the ‘Meet the Chief’ sessions where haematologists can meet with our Chief Investigators and Scientific 
Advisory Committee leaders to discuss trial ideas and hear the latest above our active trials.

Professor Zoe McQuilten Co-Chair 
Supportive Working Party Presenting at 
ALLG’s November 2024 Scientific Meeting

May 2025 Scientific Meeting 
International Guest Speaker, Dr Cathy 
Burton from Leeds Hospital, UK

Meet the Chief’s - Stem Cell Transplantation Scientific 
Working Party Chairs, Professor David Curtis & Dr Siok Tey

ALLG’s May 2025 Scientific Meeting 
ALLG is looking forward to bringing our leaders, collaborators, partners and researchers together for our May 
Scientific Meeting in Sydney from 13-16 May 2025. 

We will be welcoming a range of blood cancer research leaders, including Professor Zoe McQuilten, Co-Chair of our 
Supportive Care Scientific Working Party, and International Guest Speaker, Dr Cathy Burton from Leeds Hospital in 
the UK, who will present during the Lymphoma Plenary Session. 
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Research Updates

5 Decades of Published Research
ALLG has had over five decades of significant impact on blood cancer treatments, with our member clinicians driving 
innovative clinical trial research in pursuit of our mission of better treatments and better lives for people with blood 
cancer. 

Our recently published compendium, ‘Five Decades of Impactful Published Research’, highlights ALLG’s groundbreaking 
blood cancer research and our role in generating high-quality evidence for new and better treatments for leukaemia, 
lymphoma, myeloma and other blood cancers. During this 50-year period, our member researchers have witnessed and 
contributed to extraordinary changes in the field of haematological malignancies, clinical trial research and treatments. 
The dedication, collaborative efforts and innovation of ALLG’s 1,400+ members have led to our reputation as global 
leaders in blood cancer clinical trials. 

APML4 – Harry Iland Blood Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Decades 
of Impactful 
Published Research

200+ 
research 
publications  
in peer-reviewed 
journals

290+ 
presentations  
of trial results  
at local and 
international 
conferences

10+ 
partnerships  
with international 
research 
cooperative trial 
groups

ALLG’s five decades of impact includes:

Download the 
Compendium here.

Thanks to ALLG clinical trials, many patients with blood cancer are living 
longer, better quality lives. As we accelerate our research, we remain 
dedicated to our mission of Better treatments…Better lives for people 
with leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma and other blood cancers. 
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Research Updates

ALLG APML5 Trial Published in Blood Advances

APML5 Trial - Acute Promyelocytic 
Leukaemia
Acute promyelocytic leukaemia (APL) is a rare, aggressive type of blood cancer. 
The APML5 trial explored a more efficient, convenient and less expensive 
oral treatment for patients with APL, looking to improve quality of life and 
accessibility of this treatment for patients.

ALLG Life Member Professor Harry Iland AM has led the ALLG’s APML trial 
program since 1997 and his work, including the APML5 trial, has helped to 
define the best combination of drugs to ensure the best outcomes for patients 
with APL. As a result of ALLG trial research, today the cure rate for APL is 
almost 95%.

Professor Iland said, “The APML5 trial was very successful in demonstrating 
that the new oral form of arsenic trioxide packaged in capsules was capable of 
producing blood levels of arsenic that are comparable with the levels achieved 
when the drug is infused intravenously.” 

Read the full publication in Blood Advances here. Professor Harry Iland AM

ALLG Trials Secure MRFF Grant Funding
The Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) is a research fund that was set up in 2015 by the Australian Government, to 
support health and medical research that improves lives and contributes to the health system.

The ALLG successfully secured two grants to support two important clinical trials – NHL41 BrainCAR and MDS05 MESSAGE.

NHL41 BrainCAR 
This important trial will investigate an innovative new CAR-T Cell therapy for Primary 
Central Nervous System Lymphoma (PCNSL). PCNSL is a rare and aggressive type 
of cancer that affects the brain and spinal cord with cancerous cells developing 
specifically within the central nervous system (CNS). There are no satisfactory 
treatments available and once diagnosed, patients face a very poor prognosis.

The ALLG NHL41 clinical trial, led by Associate Professor Colm Keane at Princess 
Alexandra Hospital, is the first Australian study to explore the use of specially 
engineered CAR-T cells to treat patients with relapsed PCNSL. The aim of this 
innovative approach is to improve outcomes and increase overall survival for this 
devastating disease.

MDS05/D3 MESSAGE
Myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) are a group of blood cancers which affect the 
production of normal blood cells in the bone marrow and are caused by a mutation 
in one or more genes that control blood cell development. They increase production 
of immature blood cells which do not grow properly, leading to bone marrow failure 
and can cause infections and dependence on regular blood transfusions

There are currently no approved treatments available for transfusion dependent 
myelodysplasia (MDS) for Australian patients. Led by Associate Professor Anoop 
Enjeti at Calvary Mater Newcastle Hospital ALLG MDS05/D3 MESSAGE is an early 
phase clinical trial offering cutting-edge treatments with the potential for improving 
survival, reducing tranfusion dependence and improving quality of life for these 
patients.

Associate Professor Colm Keane 
MRFF Grant Funding - BrainCAR

Associate Professor Anoop Enjeti 
MRFF Grant Funding - MDS05/D3 
MESSAGE
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Our Dynamic Future

In 2023, ALLG celebrated 50 years of impact in advancing blood cancer treatments through clinical trials. To mark 
this remarkable milestone, we established the ALLG HSANZ Clinical Trials Fellowship Program. This program provides 
outstanding early-career researchers a pathway to a career in blood cancer clinical trial research. ALLG Fellows receive 
funding to undertake a 12-month research project, aligned to the ALLG’s Scientific Research Strategy and blood cancer 
clinical trial portfolio.

The Fellowship is a vital pathway to accelerate research for better, less toxic treatments that help create better lives and 
improve patient survival outcomes. 

Our inaugural fellow for 2025 is Dr Arina Martynchyk from Austin Health Haematology / Olivia Newton-John Cancer 
Research Institute in Melbourne, Victoria. Dr Martynchyk’s ALLG Fellowship research project is researching the use of 
patient-reported outcome (PRO) tools in the context of new immunotherapies and CAR-T cell therapy. 

Dr Martynchyk’s project builds on previous ALLG research, and will gather data from all ALLG’s clinical trials across 
leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma to create a better understanding of the PRO tools used in Australia and how they 
are aligned to varying treatment regimens. Through accurate assessment of a patient’s personal experience of novel 
treatments, this project aims to improve quality of life and lead to the development of improved PRO tools for use in 
clinical trials. 

Applications for the 2026 ALLG HSANZ Clinical Trials Fellowship will open in April. We look forward to introducing you 
to our second ALLG Fellow later in 2025. 

Your support is vital to continue this important program to accelerate blood cancer research. To find out more, and to 
support the ALLG Fellowship, visit www.allg.org.au/support-us/our-campaigns.

Pictured left to right: Professor Judith Trotman SAC Chair, Dr Arina Martynchyk 
Clinical Trials Fellow 2025 & Delaine Smith ALLG CEO

ALLG HSANZ Clinical Trials Fellowship 
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Our Dynamic Future

ALLG Scholarships & Awards Program 2025

The Anne Lenton Memorial 
Scholarship
The ALLG Anne Lenton Memorial Scholarship is provided to 
the ALLG in loving memory of Anne Lenton by her family. The 
Scholarship encourages trial coordinators, research nurses 
and data managers involved in ALLG clinical trials to pursue 
professional and academic development, through research 
projects aligned to ALLG’s Scientific Research Strategy.

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of this Scholarship in 2025, 
we are awarding two prizes to ALLG Associate Members!  
The first prize winner will receive $5,000, and our runner-up will 
receive $2,500. Pictured left to right: Doug Lenton & Sarah Nadjidai winner 

of ALLG Anne Lenton Memorial Scholarship 2024

Early Career Clinician Researcher Program 
ALLG 2024-2025 Early Career Clinician Researchers 

Dr Ross Salvaris 
Monash Health, 
Melbourne

Dr Jacinta Perram 
St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Sydney

Dr Rory Bennett 
North Shore 
Hospital, Auckland

The Early Career Clinician Researcher Program is a 
unique opportunity for trainees, registrars, fellows, and 
junior consultants to further their pursuit of cancer and 
haematology research and contribute to the future of our 
research field. 

The ECCR Program includes opportunities for early career 
clinician researchers to: 

	■ Generate ALLG Member research 

	■ Develop ideas for clinical or laboratory-based research

	■ Network with other health professionals, including other 
ALLG early career members, in the blood cancer 
research community 

	■ Receive mentoring by ALLG Scientific Advisory 
Committee leaders in the development and conduct of 
clinical trials

Our next intake of promising Early Career Clinician 
Researchers will be announced in May 2025. We look 
forward to working with them to advance clinical trial 
research for blood cancer patients.

You can support our programs for early career clinician 
researchers and clinical trial professionals across Australia by 
donating today. Visit www.allg.org.au/support-us/make-a-
donation
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Supporting ALLG 

Support ALLG on the GO!

Team ALLG will be smashing their fitness goals for 2025 
while raising vital funds for blood cancer research!

ALLG staff and supporters will be taking on the challenge 
and running (or jogging or walking!) at this year’s Run 
Melbourne on Sunday, 13th July. Come join us to be part 
of the team that is fighting for a cure for blood cancer. 
Whether it’s running, swimming or cycling – you can 
choose an event that feels right for you. Bring your friends 
and family along, all are welcome to Team ALLG!

But HURRY, with events selling out all over the country, 
you can still sign up to support ALLG as a way of securing 
a coveted spot at the starting point!  

The need for funding vital blood cancer research is greater 
than ever. Nearly 20,000 Australians will be diagnosed 
with a blood cancer this year and sadly, over 6000 of them 
will pass away. The funds you raise as part of Team ALLG 
will go towards ensuring our member researchers can 
continue providing much-needed research breakthroughs 
that will bring hope to all those impacted by blood cancer.  

Team ALLG & Run Melbourne

Now you can support vital blood cancer research while 
scrolling on social media or while shopping via PayPal.  
Or, if video games are more your thing, you can raise funds 
while streaming on Twitch! Whether it’s celebrating your 
birthday, another special occasion or simply because you 
want to be part of our mission Better treatments…Better 
lives.

Check out all the simple ways that you can support ALLG 
on the go! 

Join the growing number of supporters who wear their 
values proudly and use digital media platforms to do 
good. It only takes a few minutes to set up your fundraiser 
on your chosen platform (head to our website for more 
instructions!) and invite your networks to participate – 
donating is quick and safe and will go towards supporting 
ALLG’s brilliant member clinicians to deliver cutting edge 
clinical trials that bring hope and better treatment options 
for all those impacted by blood cancer.
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Patient and Carer Resources
As the only non-profit collaborative clinical trials group in Australia and New Zealand for blood cancers, ALLG has 
the capability to run independent doctor-led clinical trials in Australasia and, crucially, to participate in international 
trials. This ensures opportunities for better treatments today for Australian and New Zealand patients that they would 
not otherwise have access to. You can learn more about clinical trials and what they involve, by visiting our website’s 
Frequently Asked Questions page. If you are a loved one has blood cancer, speak with the treating doctor about 
participating in an ALLG clinical trial.

There are many places and people available for patients to find out about clinical trials. 

1.	 Your hospital’s clinical trial site team and Principal Investigator (Haematologist)

2.	The ALLG’s website – as sponsor of clinical trials in blood cancer (ALLG or pharmaceutical company) and individual 
trial Patient Information and Consent Forms

3.	WHO approved ‘Register’ for clinical trials; Australian Clinical Trials website – ANZCTR

4.	Patient support networks e.g. Cancer Council Australia, Leukaemia Foundation, Lymphoma Australia, Myeloma Australia

Resources

ALLG
– Frequently Asked Questions about clinical trials
– Latest ALLG clinical trials
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