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2023 was a milestone year for the 
ALLG, as we celebrated our 50th 
Anniversary and marked five decades 
of impact for patients with blood 
cancer. This remarkable achievement 
would not have been possible without 
the support and dedication of our 
volunteer ALLG members across these 
five decades. In particular, the work 
and e�orts of our Scientific Advisory 
Committee, Scientific Working Parties 
and Standing Committees are vital to 
progressing ALLG’s research. These 
key committees are the “engine room” 
of the ALLG, with doctor members 
dedicated to conducting trial research 
in pursuit of our mission of better 
treatments, better lives for patients.

We recently welcomed Associate 
Professor Anoop Enjeti and Dr 
Courtney Tate to the Scientific 
Advisory Committee, who joined our 
Acute Leukaemia and Myelodysplasia 
(AML, ALL & MDS) and Chronic 
Myeloid Leukaemia/Myeloproliferative 
Neoplasms (CML/MPN) Scientific 
Working Parties respectively as Co-
Chairs. 

Doctors like Anoop and Courtney are 
leaders in their field and contribute 
great expertise in the development 
and conduct of research, which in 
turn ensure ALLG trials remain leading 
edge.

One significant highlight of 2023 was 
the recognition of our doctors on the 
world stage at the American Society 
of Hematology Annual Meeting and 
Exposition (ASH 23). Nine members 
had their ALLG clinical trial abstracts 
accepted for prestigious oral and 
poster presentations. Accepted 
abstracts represent the field’s most 
important and novel research and 
are presented to over 35,000 global 
attendees.

This achievement is a credit to the 
leadership of our members, along with 
the work of our hospital sites and sta� 
and the support of the ALLG team.

2024 promises to be another fantastic 
year for ALLG as we build on our five 
decades of impact and accelerate our 
work to achieve our mission. 

Today, we stand strong with over 
1,300 blood cancer experts across 
94 institutions and are the only not-
for-profit, collaborative blood cancer 
clinical trial group in Australia and New 
Zealand. Our independence allows us 
to pursue the most critical research 
for patients through investigator-
initiated clinical trials, including areas 
of high unmet need such as multiple 
myeloma. You can read more about 
our impactful international myeloma 
trial collaborations and trials MM23 
and MM26, later in this edition.

Our May Scientific Meeting is 
fast approaching, which o�ers an 
important opportunity for our member 
clinicians, scientists and clinical trial 
professionals to come together to 
discuss and progress our vital research 
for better treatments, better lives for 
patients with blood cancer.

This Scientific Meeting will also see 
us co-hosting a Patient Education 
Forum with the Leukaemia Foundation 
for patients with Chronic Myeloid 
Leukaemia (CML) in Adelaide on 
21 May 2024. If you’re interested in 
finding out more about this session, 
please contact info@allg.org.au.

I hope you enjoy this edition of ALLG 
News and the stories of impact, 
hope and vital blood cancer research 
breakthroughs. 

Thank you for supporting the ALLG.

Delaine Smith
Chief Executive O�cer
ALLG

Welcome from ALLG  
Chief Executive O�cer

Welcome to the seventh edition of ALLG News. Read 
about some of the key moments, breakthroughs, and 
impact from our 50 years and hear about how we are 
accelerating our research for the benefit of patients.

Message from CEO 

You can find out more about 
ALLG’s five decades of impact 
and view our commemorative 
publication at allg.org.au.
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A/Prof David Yeung for CML13 ASCEND - Oral Presentation 
‘Excellent Early and Major Molecular Responses Observed with Asciminib 
Treatment for CP-CML: Results from the ALLG CML13 Ascend-CML Study.’ 

A/Prof Eliza Hawkes for NHL33 WAMM - Oral Presentation 
‘A Window Study of Acalabrutinib & Rituximab, Followed By Chemotherapy & 
Autograft (ASCT) in Fit Patients with Treatment Naive Mantle Cell Lymphoma 
(MCL): First Report of the Investigator-Initiated Australasian Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Group NHL33 ‘WAMM’ Trial.’

Prof Judith Trotman for HD08 RATHL - Oral Presentation 
‘Bleomycin A�ects Lung Function for at Least 5 Years after Treatment for 
Hodgkin Lymphoma - Data from the International, Randomised Phase 3 RATHL 
Trial.’

Prof Hang Quach for MM23 SEALAND - Poster Presentation 
‘Planned Interim Safety Analysis of the Phase 3 Randomised Trial of Selinexor 
and Lenalidomimde Versus Lenalidomide Maintenance Post Autologous Stem 
Cell Transplant for Patients with Newly Diagnosed Multiple Myeloma (ALLG 
MM23; Sealand).’

Prof Deborah White & A/Prof Matthew Greenwood for ALL06 & ALL09  
- Poster Presentation  
‘Improved MRD Negativity Rates in Adverse Genomic Risk B-ALL Patients with 
Chemotherapy / Blinatumomab Induction: Experience from the Australasian 
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Group (ALLG) ALL06/09 Studies.’

Prof Chan Cheah & Dr Katharine Lewis for NHL35 PACIFIC  
- Poster Presentation 
‘Australasian Leukaemia & Lymphoma Group NHL35 PACIFIC: An Open-Label 
Phase II Study of Pembrolizumab and Chemo-Immunotherapy as First-Line 
Therapy for Primary Mediastinal B-Cell Lymphoma - Trial in Progress.’

Prof Stephen Mulligan & Prof David Gottlieb for CLL06 RESIDUUM  
- Poster Presentation  
‘Lendolidomide Consolidation Improves Measurable Residual Disease (MRD) 
Rates and Progression Free Survival in Patients with Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukemia Following Initial FCR Chemotherapy - Final Analysis of CLL6 
Residuum Study of the Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG) 
and the French Innovative Leukemia Organization (FILO).’

ASH 2023

ASH 2023 - we congratulate and commend our nine members 
who presented at this significant global haematology event:
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Introducing the ALLG Scientific 
Advisory Committee

Scientific Advisory Committee 

The ALLG Scientific Advisory Committee oversees ALLG’s research strategy and direction. Their work involves managing our 
Scientific Working Parties (SWP) forums where new research ideas are presented and discussed, protocols for clinical trials are 
established, clinical trials are conducted, and results are published based on the findings of clinical trials to influence clinical practice 
and embed better treatments for patients. The work of the Scientific Advisory Committee is vital to pursuing a scientific research 
strategy aligned with ALLG’s goals, mission, and strategic plan.

Deputy Chair 

Professor Zoe McQuilten  
Monash Health, VIC

Chair – Supportive Care 

Professor Michael Dickinson 
Peter MaCallum Cancer 
Centre, VIC

Co-Chair – Lymphoma  

Chair 

Professor Judith Trotman 
Concord Hospital, NSW

Associate Professor  
Anoop Enjeti 
Calvery Mater Hospital, NSW

Co-Chair – Acute Leukaemia 
& Myelodysplasia (ALL, AML 
& MDS)

Professor David Curtis 
Alfred Hospital, VIC

Chair – Stem Cell 
Transplantation 

Professor Hang Quach 
St Vincent’s Melbourne 
Hospital, VIC

Chair - Myeloma (MM) 

Professor Stephen Opat 
Monash Health, VIC

Chair – Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukaemia (CLL) 

Prof Andrew Wei  
Peter MacCallum Cancer 
Centre, VIC

Chair - Acute Leukaemia  
& Myelodysplasia  
(ALL, AML & MDS) 

Dr Gareth Gregory  
Monash Health, VIC

Co-Chair - Lymphoma  

Dr Colm Keane  
Princess Alexandra 
Hospital, QLD

Chair – Lab Science 

Dr Courtney Tate  
Princess Alexandra Hospital, 
QLD

Chair – Chronic Myeloid 
Leukaemia & 
Myeloproliferative Neoplasms 

Committee Members 
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Impactful Trials

ALLG has been instrumental in advancing blood cancer research in Australia and 
New Zealand, with many ALLG clinical trials significantly impacting cancer care 
across leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma. Our five decades of research have led 
to vastly improved outcomes, with many patients with blood cancer now living 
longer, with a better quality of life. 
 
Clinical trials are the crucial link between laboratory discovery and treatments 
reaching patients. They are the only way to progress research into new treatments 
that improve outcomes and quality of life for patients and their families.

ALLG’s clinician researchers are leaders in their field, dedicated to progressing clinical 
trial research that makes a real impact for patients across Australia and New Zealand, 
and our trials have made contributions across the full spectrum of blood cancers. 

During 2023, our 50th Anniversary year, we acknowledged a number of leaders in the 
field with ‘Life Membership’, including Professor Paula Marlton and Professor Harry 
Iland (as pictured on the cover page with Joanna Nkyekyer, Project Manager).

ALLG’s Clinical Trials

ALLG’s clinical trials are highly successful due to our member doctors and 
participating patients. Patients make such a vital contribution to clinical trials, and 
participating has many advantages. Participating in a clinical trial provides access 
to cutting-edge, potentially lifesaving new treatments before they become available 
nationally.

Additionally, being a not-for-profit research group enables ALLG to take a holistic 
approach to clinical trials:

	■ Focused on better treatments and quality of life for patients

	■ Opportunities to continue new discoveries through correlative research 

	■ Flexible in our research approach across all blood cancers

Our independence allows us to maximise the opportunities for Australian and New 
Zealand patients to access better treatments for blood cancers.

“Fifty years ago, most patients 

with blood cancer died within 

months. Now, many will have a 

near-normal life expectancy.”

Prof Judith Trotman, Chair, 
Scientific Advisory Committee

5 Decades of  
Impactful Trials 

Patients 
supported 
since 1973  

over 
13,000

Clinical 
trials 
since 1973 
Over 160

50 years 
of creating 
impact for 
patients

International 
cooperative 
research group 
partners 

10

Trials & 
research 
projects in 
progress 

75

ALLG 
members 
1,339
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Multiple Myeloma (MM) is a type of blood cancer that 

develops from plasma cells in a patient’s bone marrow. 

Plasma cells form part of our immune system, and normally 

produce antibodies (or immunoglobins) to fight infection. 

In myeloma, abnormal plasma cells release only one type of 

antibody called paraprotein, a�ecting multiple areas of the 

body where the bone marrow is active.

Treatment of patients with multiple myeloma has changed 

dramatically over the last 10 years, with an unprecedented 

improvement in the survival of patients with this disease. The 

results of ALLG myeloma trials MM17, MM18 and MM21 have 

driven improvements in treatments and success in stem cell 

transplantation for patients with myeloma.

ALLG members are focused on conducting clinical trial 

research to accelerate treatments for patients with myeloma. 

Our Myeloma Scientific Working Party has been integral in 

developing new research concepts and building partnerships 

with other leading global Myeloma research groups. 

Two current ALLG clinical trials in myeloma are the innovative 

MM23 SeaLAND trial and MM26 NORM platform trial, 

which are both available to patients across Australia and 

New Zealand. The MM26 NORM trial is an international 

collaboration with the Asian Myeloma Network. Both of 

these trials are aimed at accessible and potentially better 

treatments to patients who would not usually be eligible. You 

can read more about these exciting ALLG trials below. 

Impactful Trials - Myeloma

Impactful Trials - Myeloma

Professor Hang Quach is leading ALLG’s MM23 

SeaLAND trial, the only global study assessing 

a new treatment option for adult patients newly 

diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma and eligible for an 

Autologous Stem Cell Transplant (ASCT). 

Autologous Stem Cell Transplant is a procedure 

which replaces stem cells that were destroyed by 

radiation or high doses of chemotherapy during 

treatment and involves a patient’s healthy stem cells 

(blood-forming cells) being collected from the blood 

or bone marrow before treatment, stored, and then 

given back to the patient after treatment.

The MM23 trial aims to determine whether a new 

treatment called Selinexor can prolong survival and 

provide myeloma patients with better outcomes and 

quality of life. Maintenance therapy for myeloma 

patients is now recognised as an essential treatment 

strategy for prolonging progression-free survival 

and potentially increasing overall survival rates for 

patients with this type of blood cancer.

The MM23 trial is open at 18 sites across Australia 

and New Zealand, with 232 patients expected overall 

by the end of the study. 

For more information about the MM23 clinical trial, 

speak with your treating doctor or visit  

www.allg.org.au

MM23 SeaLAND
Chief Investigator -  Professor Hang Quach

ALLG has recently opened an innovative clinical trial 
for myeloma patients in collaboration with the Asian 
Myeloma Network - the MM26 NORM platform trial.

Led by Professor Hang Quach, the MM26 trial is 
investigating new treatments for “orphan” groups 
of myeloma patients who have previously not been 
eligible for clinical trials, including patients with 
non-measurable disease; impaired renal function; 
extramedullary relapse; and central nervous system 
(CNS) myeloma.

MM26 combines three treatments called Selinexor, 
Pomalidomide and Dexamethasone for patients with 
relapsed and refractory multiple myeloma who have 
progressive disease.

Innovative clinical trial designs, such as platform 
trials, are one way to generate medical evidence more 
e�ciently. Participants in platform trials are more likely 
to benefit by having a greater chance of receiving 
e�ective therapies faster.

International clinical trials are vital to bringing new 
treatments to patients in Australia and New Zealand 
that they would otherwise not have access to, with 
a third of ALLG’s entire clinical trial program with 
international collaborative partners.

To find out more about MM26, speak with your 
treating doctor or visit www.allg.org.au

MM26 NORM Platform
Chief Investigator -  Professor Hang Quach
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“I will never forget the 5th June, 2022 

when Dr Judith confirmed I had “Kappa 

Myeloma” blood cancer and then the 

rest of what she said remained a total 

blur except for one thing that has kept 

me going - “Trust me and I will work 

hard to make sure you are there for all 

3 son’s weddings”. 

“While my sister, who sneaked into 

Concord Hospital (due to COVID 

restrictions), has been keeping a log of 

technical terms, often trying to explain 

what revlimid, velcade, dexamethasone, 

stem cell therapy and plasma are - I 

pretty much just blockout the noise 

and listen to Dr Judith-as I have faith 

in her and her team. My sister, brother 

and family have also said since the 

beginning - “just focus on managing 

your cancer and being present with 

your wife and 3 boys”, and that is 

pretty much what I have been doing. 

Prioritising my family and having their 

support is so essential for my well-

being, even when my pain is at its worst.

“But let’s get back to where it started. 

I am a male in my 50s with a towering 

195cm build, which often makes me feel 

like a giant, and as a painter, my friends 

often joked that I don’t need a ladder. 

So back in early ‘22, while working, I 

realised that I was getting a bit of bone 

pain in my shoulders, and that was 

unusual for me. I went to my local GP, 

who then, after X-rays, referred me to 

Concord Hospital.

“After the initial shock of learning I had 

cancer, I just surrendered and let Dr 

Judith and her team start my treatment. 

Despite my uncertainty about what the 

future held, I made a conscious e�ort 

to maintain a positive outlook, stay 

calm and not think too far ahead. Even 

though I started chemotherapy, for the 

first month, I was still in pain, and then 

soon after, everything started to get 

better, day by day. But I sure did have 

to adjust my life. Being at home, not 

working, and going to hospital twice 

a week was a big adjustment for me 

as I am usually such an active person 

working physically and doing lots of 

sports activities with my boys. I also had 

to start eating a lot healthier, abstain 

from alcohol and takeaway practice that 

I still do today. I haven’t had a can of 

Coke since it all began. 

Ivan’s Story

Ivan’s Story - The cancer we never wanted…

Ivan Bubalo, a patient of ALLG Scientific Advisory Committee Chair,  

Professor Judith Trotman, shared his story with ALLG News.

“My wife and 3 boys have been through 

a lot, too, and I am sure this has been 

hard on them too. But I do know one 

thing: without their support, I could not 

maintain my positivity. My community 

network has also been amazing. I also 

have to say my mum’s bone broth soup 

delivered weekly has been so nourishing 

and, as she claims, is an old Croatian 

remedy. I also never thought I would be 

drinking beetroot and ginger juices!

“Whilst being in hospital for 2-week 

stem cell treatment and the chemo has 

been challenging at times, I never lost 

focus on trying to take everything in 

my stride and be positive. I may have 

lost track of how many needles and 

blood tests I have had, but I know how 

lucky I am being treated at a world-

class facility like Concord Hospital’s 

Haematology department and by great 

doctors that always treat me with 

respect and like an individual.

Upon reflection, I am so happy that 

my body has responded so well to all 

the treatments so far, and I am even 

happier that I have started to gain some 

normality back in life by being back at 

work and socialising again with family 

and friends. Now, on the clinical trial, 

I feel great, privileged and even more 

hopeful for the future.”

The ALLG sincerely thanks Ivan Bubalo 

for sharing his story.

�
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Impactful Trials - Innovation

Professor Hang Quach is Co-Chair of the Myeloma Scientific Working Party and Director of Clinical Haematology at St 
Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne, recently opened a new cellular laboratory to support the growth of haematology clinical trials. 

This exciting new facility o�ers a dedicated space for trials involving CAR-T cells and allows more Victorians to access this 
innovative treatment. 

St Vincent’s Melbourne is a key ALLG clinical trial site, and this new haematology area and research capacity will support 
ALLG’s myeloma trials into the future.

Advancements in 
Myeloma Treatments

Professor Quach said, 

“Treatment of patients with multiple myeloma has changed dramatically over the 
last 10 years in particular, with an unprecedented improvement in the survival of 
people with multiple myeloma due to increased therapeutic options”. 

“The regulatory approval in US and Europe of new classes of drugs such as immune 
therapies, including anti-CD38 monoclonal antibodies (mAb) and anti-BCMA 
agents, as well as small molecules including selective inhibitor of nuclear export 
(selinexor), have transformed the treatment landscape for people living with 
multiple myeloma.  Over the last decade alone we have had five new drugs listed 
on the Australian Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme for the treatment of multiple 
myeloma.

“With the eventual shift of novel therapeutic agents to earlier lines of therapy, it 
is anticipated that the control of myeloma will continue to improve. For the first 
time, the term, “operational cure” is being discussed, whereby people can live with 
multiple myeloma without relapse for more than 10 years. The ALLG continues to 
champion clinical research and access to novel therapeutic agents for people living 
with myeloma in Australia.”

Wh�t is CAR-T Cell Therapy?
The immune system is made up of many cells and organs 

that are designed to protect the body from infections and 

cancers. T cells are part of our vital immune system, and 

they hunt and kill abnormal cells, including some cancer 

cells. However, cancer cells can enter the immune system. 

When this occurs, the immune system must be retrained and 

strengthened to attack invasive cancer cells. 

One innovative way to do this is through CAR-T cell therapy. 

CAR-T cells are collected from patients’ T cells from their 

blood and re-engineered outside their bodies in a laboratory, 

where they are inserted with special structures called 

chimeric antigen receptors (CARs). These T cells are then 

added back into a patient’s body as CAR-T cells, which will 

multiply and help fight the cancer cells.

ALLG has two new clinical trials in development using CAR-T 

cells, the NHL34 CLARIFY trial and the NHL41 BrainCAR19 

trial. For more information about ALLG trials, visit  

www.allg.org.au.
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Did you 
know?

Blood Cancers in Australasia

Blood Cancers in Australia & New Zealand

	 Blood cancers can develop in anyone, any age, at 

any time

	 Blood cancers such as leukaemia, lymphoma and 

myeloma are now the second biggest group of 

cancers diagnosed in Australian patients

	 There are no preventive health measures like there 

are for other cancers, meaning better treatments 

are essential for patient survival

	 There are over 120 di�erent sub-types of blood 

cancers, with 80+ types of lymphoma alone

	 Many blood cancers are rare, with few treatment 

options

	 Fifty years ago, most patients with blood cancer 

died within months

	 Thanks to research, many patients now have 

a higher survival rate and a near-normal life 

expectancy

	 The results of ALLG’s clinical trials have shifted 

the dial for many blood cancers, leading to better 

treatments globally

Donate and help accelerate our research into better treatments. Support the impact the ALLG has on patients 

living with blood cancers. Visit https://www.allg.org.au/support-us/make-a-donation for more information.

	 Approximately 2,500 New Zealanders will be 

diagnosed with a blood cancer

	 8 children and adults are diagnosed with blood 

cancers such as leukaemia, lymphoma and 

myeloma daily

	 Approximately 21,000 people in NZ are living with 

blood cancer or blood disorder

	 Cancers such as leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma 

are the fifth most common form of cancer

	 Approximately 19,403 Australians will be newly 

diagnosed with blood cancers such as leukaemia, 

lymphoma, and myeloma – this is equivalent to 53 

people per day or roughly one person every 27 minutes.

	 Blood cancer has increased by 47% in the past 10 

years 

	 Currently, 135,000 people are living with blood 

cancer or blood disorder 

	 By 2035, it’s predicted that more than 275,000 

Australians will be diagnosed with a blood cancer or 

blood disorder

Australian
Blood Cancer Facts

New Zealand 
Blood Cancer Facts

https://www.leukaemia.org.nz/information/
about-blood-cancers/https://www.leukaemia.org.au

https://www.allg.org.au/support-us/make-a-donation
https://www.leukaemia.org.nz/information/about-blood-cancers/
https://www.leukaemia.org.nz/information/about-blood-cancers/
https://www.leukaemia.org.au
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ALLG is the only not-for-profit organisation across Australia 
and New Zealand that collaborates locally and internationally 
with key stakeholders to run independent doctor-led clinical 
blood cancer trials. These relationships are crucial in providing 
patients access to new treatments in line with ALLG’s ultimate 
goal of better treatments, better lives. 

The NHL39 Polar Bear Trial, led by Associate Professor 
Matthew Ku, is an exciting international clinical trial in 
collaboration with the Nordic Lymphoma Group for elderly 
patients with di�use large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL). 

The Nordic Lymphoma Group (NLG) is Chaired by Professor 
Mats Jerkeman, of the Lund University Hospital, Sweden. The 
NLG is similar to ALLG in that it comprises of volunteer doctor 
researchers working to deliver new trial opportunities for their 
patients. The NLG is made up of the four Nordic countries -  
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland.

The NHL39 trial investigates a new treatment combination 
for di�use large B-cell lymphoma, including access to 
Polatuzumab-vedotin for elderly patients. Outcomes for 
patients with this type of lymphoma have improved markedly 
over recent years, with the exception of elderly patients. This 
age group is often excluded from clinical trials but is the 
group that makes up an increasing proportion of patients with 
DLBCL.

Associate Professor Matthew Ku said, “ALLG is focused on 
delivering clinical trial research that responds to areas of high 
unmet need, like DLBCL in elderly patients. 

“This clinical trial provides an opportunity to improve the 
outcome of elderly and/or frail patients with DLBCL, as this 
cohort of patients usually cannot tolerate standard doses of 
chemotherapy. Polatuzumab combined with chemotherapy 
could potentially prove to be superior to the currently available 
upfront treatment”.

Congratulations to the team at St Vincent’s Hospital 
Melbourne on being the first Australian site to open the 
international NHL39 POLAR BEAR trial. 

NHL39 will open at 20 Australian hospitals in the coming 
months. To find out more about ALLG’s research and current 
clinical trials, visit www.allg.org.au

Impactful Trials - Lymphoma

ALLG Launches a new trial for 
patients with lymphoma

Opening of NHL39 POLAR BEAR for Di�use Large B-cell Lymphoma (DLBCL)

Pictured left to right:  
Lisa Demosthenous (Manager of Haematology Research Unit), 
Rachel Yeang (Primary study coordinator),  
Matthew Ku (Chief Investigator),  
Anupa Dey (Deputy Manager of Haematology Research Unit)

Pictured left  
to right :  
Mats Jerkman 
(NLG),  
Matthew Ku  
(Chief Investigator)
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Impactful Trials - Lymphoma

Di�use Large B-cell Lymphoma (DLBCL)

Di�use large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) is an aggressive 
subtype of non-Hodgkin lymphoma that develops in the 
lymphatic system. The lymphatic system is an essential part 
of the immune system, with tubes that branch throughout 
all body parts. DLBCL develops when the body produces 
abnormal B lymphocytes - a type of white blood cell that 
usually helps fight infections. These abnormal lymphocytes 
build up in the lymph nodes or other body organs.

DLBCL is the most common subtype of non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, equating to 30-40% of all cases. It can a�ect 
anyone, anytime, but it commonly appears in people over 
50 years of age, with an average diagnosis of those who 
are 60-65 years old and is slightly more common in men 
than women.

Causes 

To date, the exact cause of DLBCL remains unknown. 
However, it’s been evident that people with a compromised 
immune system, such as an autoimmune disorder or those 
who have been treated for other forms of cancer may be 
more susceptible to contracting DLBCL.

Symptoms 

One of the first symptoms of this blood cancer is a painless 
swelling that commences in the neck, armpit or groin. 
Enlarged lymph nodes cause these lumps, and they can 
grow rapidly. DLBCL can also be located in the following 
areas of the body: salivary glands, nasal sinuses, liver, lungs, 
testes, skin, brain or eyes. This is known as ‘extranodal’ 
disease as it occurs outside of the lymph nodes. It can also 
a�ect the stomach or bowel, resulting in abdominal pain, 
diarrhoea or bleeding. Other general symptoms can include 
fevers, night sweats and unexplained weight loss.

Current Treatments

Di�use large B-cell lymphoma needs immediate treatment 
as it is a high-grade (fast-growing) form of non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma. It’s currently treated with targeted therapy 
along with standard chemotherapy or other therapies, 
including radiation, stem cell transplants and other 
chemotherapies. Many people can be cured since DLBCL is 
very responsive to treatment.

Clinical Trials

ALLG has a range of clinical trials in lymphoma, including 
DLBCL. If you are interested in participating in an ALLG 
trial for lymphoma, speaking with your treating doctor.

About Di�use Large B-Cell Lymphoma 
(DLBCL)
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ALLG - Accelerating Research

Accelerating Research
ALLG is a driving force in promoting the secondary use of 
research data collected from ALLG trials and the National 
Blood Cancer Registry (NBCR). The secondary use of 
research data helps to power future research by providing 
better context and understanding of the research topic; 
relevant and timely comparisons for research; and e�ective 
and e�cient use of data to identify patterns and new 
research questions.  

This knowledge accelerates research and helps to extend the 
value of participant contributions in a meaningful way. By 
enabling research participants to contribute to more research 
without requiring more time or e�ort, it makes the most out 
of the data that participants provide and extends their impact 
to help others.

ALLG is collaborating with 14 other collaborative cancer 
clinical trial groups across Australia and the Australian 
Research Data Commons (ARDC) for the HeSANDA project. 

The ALLG National Blood Cancer Registry and Biobank are 
also crucial to the research cycle, helping to drive prospective 
future research through the collection and management 
of blood and tissue samples and corresponding real-world 
data. These samples are stored at ALLG’s Biobank, the 
Hunter Cancer Biobank, and are available to researchers for 
ethics approved projects into blood cancers like leukaemia, 
lymphoma, and myeloma. 

The HeSANDA Project
When people participate in clinical trial studies, a wealth of 
data is collated regarding how e�ective specific treatments 
are and a patient’s response to such treatments. This data 
is invaluable and essential for progressing clinical practices, 
informing new trials, and generating new research. The 
HeSANDA (Health Studies Australian National Data Asset) 
project has brought together partners within the health 
research community to build a national database with the 
capacity to share valuable data research. 

This database will become a national infrastructure data asset 
based on the outputs of health studies to support health data 
sharing and the usage of health research data to improve 
future clinical discoveries.

ALLG National Blood Cancer Registry 
& ALLG Biobank
The National Blood Cancer Registry (NBCR) is a clinical 
registry designed to give real-world data linking demographic, 
cancer cytogenetic, clinical and treatment outcome 
information, o�ering a longitudinal clinical pathway for each 
participating patient.

This information fills current gaps in knowledge and research 
capacity to develop evidence-based policy and improve the 
diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for patients with Acute 
Myeloid Leukaemia (AML), Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia 
(ALL), Myelodysplasia (MDS) and Uncommon Lymphomas.

Blood and tissue samples are also collected as part of ALLG 
clinical trials and associated correlative studies. These 
samples are securely stored at the ALLG’s Biobank located at 
the Hunter Cancer Biobank. These samples are accessible and 
complimentary to ALLG members to drive future research for 
ethically approved blood cancer research projects.

Since inception, the NBCR has captured the data of more 
than 4,000 patients in 49 participating hospitals in Australia 
and New Zealand.

This project received support from the Australian Research Data 
Commons (ARDC). The ARDC is funded by the National Collaborative 
Research Infrastructure Strategy.

HeSANDA is a national initiative of the Australian Research 

Data Commons (ARDC) and is supported by National 

Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS).
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ALLG - Accelerating Impact

Accelerating the Impact 
ALLG HSANZ Clinical 
Trials Fellowship 

ALLG’s Impact
ALLG is the sole organisation for Australia and New 
Zealand that conducts clinical trial research into blood 
cancers. Clinical trials are the crucial link between a 
discovery made in the research lab and a new treatment 
reaching patients, and the only way to develop new 
treatments that make a di�erence.

The ALLG and our members have designed and 
conducted over 160 clinical trials that have significantly 
impacted cancer care and enabled over 13,000 patients 
across Australia and New Zealand to access new 
treatments.

Our vision is a world where all blood cancers can be 
treated e�ectively and even cured. We are committed to 
creating better treatments and better lives for patients 
with blood cancers through our leading-edge clinical 
trials and research across Australia and New Zealand. 

MISSION  
To create better treatments and better lives for patients with 
blood cancers like leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma.

We will achieve this through designing and conducting our 
leading-edge blood cancer clinical trials and research across 
Australia and New Zealand.

VISION
A world where all blood cancers can be treated e�ectively and 
even cured.

A world where people with blood cancers can have a longer 
and better quality of life, making a world of di�erence for 
patients and their families.

1973 – 1983 1983 – 1993 1993 – 2003 2003 – 2013 2013 – 2023

2023 was a significant milestone for ALLG as we celebrated 50 
years of impact in advancing blood cancer treatments through 
clinical trials. The support of members, donors and our ALLG 
community has enabled us to establish the ALLG HSANZ Clinical 
Trials Fellowship to mark this momentous occasion.

Launching this year, the Fellowship will provide outstanding early-career 
researchers with a pathway to accelerate research for better, less toxic 
treatments that help create better lives and improve patient survival outcomes. 

Research and advancing cancer treatments for better lives and potentially, a 
cure, is what drives the ALLG and our members to deliver results for patients. 
ALLG is dedicated to investing in the next generation of blood cancer 
researchers who will accelerate research to help us achieve our mission.

To find out more about the ALLG HSANZ Clinical Trials Fellowship,  
visit www.allg.org.au/support-us/our-campaigns 

www.allg.org.au/support-us/our-campaigns
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Patient and Carer Resources
As the only non-profit collaborative clinical trials group in Australia and New Zealand for blood cancers, ALLG has 
the capability to run independent doctor-led clinical trials in Australasia and, crucially, to participate in international 
trials. This ensures opportunities for better treatments today for Australian and New Zealand patients that they would 
not otherwise have access to. You can learn more about clinical trials and what they involve, by visiting our website’s 
Frequently Asked Questions page. If you are a loved one has blood cancer, speak with the treating doctor about 
participating in an ALLG clinical trial.

There are many places and people available for patients to find out about clinical trials. 

1.	 Your hospital’s clinical trial site team and Principal Investigator (Haematologist)

2.	The ALLG’s website – as sponsor of clinical trials in blood cancer (ALLG or pharmaceutical company) and individual 
trial Patient Information and Consent Forms

3.	WHO approved ‘Register’ for clinical trials; Australian Clinical Trials website – ANZCTR

4.	Patient support networks e.g. Cancer Council Australia, Leukaemia Foundation, Lymphoma Australia, Myeloma Australia

Resources

ALLG
– Frequently Asked Questions about clinical trials

– Latest ALLG clinical trials

© 2024 Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group
Ground Floor, 35 Elizabeth Street, Richmond VIC 3121

www.allg.org.au

Australia and New Zealand 
Clinical Trials (ANZCTR)

Leukaemia Foundation Australia

Lymphoma Australia

Leukaemia & Blood Cancer New Zealand

Myeloma Australia

Click on the logos and titles to link to websites

If you would like to read past editions of 
ALLG News, visit the ALLG website. 

You can also follow us for more news on 
Facebook, X and Linkedin.

ALLG News - Edition 4  |  Page 1

ALLG News
Edition 4

https://www.allg.org.au/subscribe-to-allg-news/
Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG)

Better Treatments… Better Lives.

Welcome Message from CEO
2

Brian celebrates his 70th thanks  

to life-saving ALLG clinical trial

4

New Zealand actor, Sir Sam Neill 

supports the ALLG’s advocacy for 

patients

5

New ALLG Life Members awarded 6

Consumer Representatives provide 

“patient’s voice” in clinical trial 

research

7

ALLG’s Laboratory Science study 

helps determine which patients 

benefit from targeted therapy

8

Moving the dial on multiple myeloma 10

Accelerate the IMPACT for patients 

with blood cancer

11

Team ALLG

15

Patient and carer resources
16

Better Treatments, 

Better Lives.

https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
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https://www.lymphoma.org.au/support-for-you/
https://www.leukaemia.org.nz/information/information-booklets/
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