
Accelerating  
Better Treatments  
and Better Lives  
for Patients with  
Blood Cancer

Imagine 
a world where blood cancers 
like leukaemia, lymphoma and 
myeloma can be cured fully 
or be e�ectively managed as 
an ongoing, chronic condition 
instead of a life-threatening 
illness.

A world where all people 
diagnosed with a blood 
cancer have access to the 
newest, potentially life-saving 
treatments available.

Our vision
is a world where all blood 
cancers can be treated 
e�ectively and even cured. 

A world where people with 
blood cancers can have a 
longer and better quality 
of life, making a world of 
di�erence for patients and 
their families.

ALLG’s mission 
is to create better treatments 
and better lives for patients 
with blood cancers like 
leukaemia, lymphoma and 
myeloma. 

We will achieve this through 
designing and conducting our 
leading-edge blood cancer 
clinical trials and research 
across Australia and New 
Zealand.

Help drive the change needed now to 
create better blood cancer treatments for 
patients through ALLG clinical trial research 



This year alone, 19,400 Australians and 2,500 New 
Zealanders will be diagnosed with a blood cancer like 
leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma.

Blood cancer can develop in anyone, at any age, at any 
time, and there are no preventative health measures 
available like there are for other cancers such as breast 
cancer and bowel cancer.

Blood cancers are also one of Australia’s deadliest 
cancers, with 1 in 3 people diagnosed with blood cancer 
not surviving 5 years after diagnosis. Unfortunately, 
5,800 people lose their lives to their blood cancer every 
year.

Blood cancers represent some of the rarest and high-
cost conditions to treat, and there are significant 
barriers to accessing emerging therapies in Australasia, 
leaving patients at a disadvantage.

Unfortunately, not all cancer research receives the same 
funding or focus across Australia and New Zealand. 
There is a high, unmet clinical need to develop better 
treatments that enable better and longer lives for 
patients with blood cancers, while aiming for a cure.

That’s why the work of the ALLG is so important.

ALLG believes that all patients with blood cancers 
deserve better and less toxic treatments that help 
to create better lives, better survival outcomes and 
potentially, a cure.
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Our Work
ALLG is Australasia’s only not-for-profit blood cancer 
clinical trial group. Our membership of over 1,000 world-
leading haematologists, scientists and blood cancer 
researchers is committed to improving the treatment, lives 
and survival rates of patients with blood cancers. 

Together, we are tackling the biggest challenges of blood 
cancers like lymphoma, leukaemia and myeloma.

Our clinician researchers are located in hospitals 
throughout Australia and New Zealand and are on the 
front line treating and supporting patients with blood 
cancers every day. 

They are dedicated to designing and conducting 
independent blood cancer clinical trials that explore and 
find new and better ways of treating – and even curing - 
blood cancers. 

Clinical trials are the crucial link between a discovery 
made in the laboratory and an advancement in new 
treatments reaching patients. 

Clinical trials are essential to improve treatment for 
patients, and to improve the medical knowledge for how 
to make a di�erence in the quality and length of patients’ 
lives. 

Without the ALLG and our independent, investigator-led 
clinical trials, many Australian patients would have fewer 
viable treatment options both now and in future.
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Five Decades  
of Impact for  
Blood Cancer Patients
Since 1973, the ALLG has been conducting clinical trials focused on 
delivering new treatments and supporting better lives for patients living 
with blood cancer. 

ALLG Member researchers have designed and conducted over 160 clinical 
trials that have had a significant impact on cancer care.

Our clinical trials have directly enabled 12,500 patients across Australia and 
New Zealand to access new treatments for their blood cancer. The results 
of ALLG trials have shifted the dial, adding to global 
knowledge of better treatments and changing the 
way blood cancers are treated around the world. 

It is an exciting time for clinical trials in 
Australia and New Zealand.

With advances in translational science, we 
are making headway in addressing the most 
devastating and poorly treated blood cancers 
and overcoming health and medical research 
limitations in Australia and New Zealand. Our 
collaborations with international trial groups 
provide access to new and innovative treatments 
not otherwise available to patients here.  

Genomic screening has transformed the understanding of blood cancers 
and accelerated a new generation of immunotherapies and precision 
medicines. This breakthrough allows treatments to be targeted based on an 
individual patient’s blood cancer genomic profile and ensure better results 
and less side-e�ects from treatment.

CAR T-cell therapy is also changing the game, with this exciting treatment 
taking a patient’s own immune system T-cells and genetically engineering 
them to target and kill cancer cells. 

The ALLG is at the frontline of these emerging therapies, with exciting 
ALLG clinical trials such as NHL34 CLARIFY and AMLM26 INTERCEPT 
bringing these breakthrough treatments directly to patients across Australia 
and New Zealand – providing hope to patients and their loved ones.
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Hemi said, “They were vague 
symptoms at first, fatigue and 
malaise, so easy to brush o� and 
ignore but then the intense itchiness 
of my feet and elbows got so bad I 
scratched until I bled.

“There was a GP at my work. He 
went through a whole list of possible 
causes and we kept investigating for 
about two months. Finally, it came 
back as cancer. 

“The news came like a bolt out of 
the blue. I have no family history of 
this. 

“My GP referred me on to see a 
haematologist specialising in blood 
cancer, [ALLG Member] Dr Claire 
Hemmaway in Auckland New 
Zealand who took over my care. She 
set up a check of my organ function 
and ordered a PET-CT scan, which 
was crucial in staging what I had. 
It ended up as Advanced Stage 4B 
Hodgkin Lymphoma. Despite this, 
my doctor was confident I would be 
okay. 

“My doctor recommended a clinical 
trial, HD10, as I fit the criteria. It 
seemed sensible to have a chance 
at an improved outcome from the 
trial, so I took the opportunity. 

“This trial was in Auckland and 
seemed like a better choice for me, 
as it could be more e�ective, with a 
better regimen of chemo, and would 
be quicker. Being on the trial means 
they look at side-e�ects during and 
the outcomes and will follow up with 
me long-term. 

“I started the trial in 2019. It lasted 
three months instead of the 
standard six months of treatment, 
with chemo every two weeks. 

“Fortunately, it was successful. I 
feel really lucky to have had a good 
outcome and to find it hasn’t held 
me back from flying, just a bit of a 
delay, 12 months or so; so not much.

“I was able to get back to living 
life normally, back to work with a 
full head of hair, and I had some 
interesting experience that has 
helped me grow as a person. I am 
back to fighting fit, and back to 
flying in the Air Force.

“For anyone considering clinical 
trials, it’s worth looking into. For 
me, it was totally worth doing 
because a clinical trial is about 
testing for an improved  
medicine or treatment.”

Hemi Frires was only in his late 20s and a pilot in the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force when he was diagnosed with advanced stage Hodgkin 
Lymphoma. Hemi was able to participate in the ALLG’s HD10 clinical trial.

What is a clinical trial?

Hemi’s Story

A clinical trial is a scientific study, or an organised test of medicines and new treatment options. 
The trial team includes doctors, nurses and other health professionals who carefully follow the 
protocol (or plan) of the trial. They check the health of the participating patient at the start of the 
trial, give specific instructions for participating, monitor the patient through the trial and stay in 
touch after the trial is completed.



Help our clinician 
researchers change 
the future for blood 
cancer patients
Not all new treatments work for all patients. We’ve made big 
strides to speed up progress against hard-to-treat blood cancers 
but we won’t take our foot o� the accelerator until this translates 
into better treatments, better lives and a great outlook for all 
patients. 

With 60 people being diagnosed with blood cancer every day, and 
15 people dying from their cancer every day, we must do more.

By 2035, the number of people diagnosed with blood cancer is 
projected to rise to more than 36,000 people a year. The total 
number of deaths from blood cancer will approach more than 
15,000 people a year – more than the number of people diagnosed 
annually with blood cancer today.

By investing in rigorous, quality clinical trial research now, we can 
change this future.

Changing clinical practice from good to better treatments, while 
searching for a cure, takes research, time, talent and funding to 
make it possible.

Clinical trial costs can run into the millions of dollars, but they are 
the only way to research better ways to treat blood cancers and 
improve and save people’s lives while searching for a cure. 

The ALLG receives no ongoing funding and relies heavily on the 
support of organisations and individuals to support our essential 
clinical trial research.

160
trials 

ALLG has conducted 
over 160 clinical trials for 
Australian and New Zealand 
blood cancer patients across 
many di�erent blood cancer 
sub-types including ALL, 
AML, CLL, MDS and Myeloma 

ALLG trials have directly 
impacted over 12,500 patients 
by enabling them to access 
the best available treatment, 
with thousands more positively 
impacted by proven treatments

12,500
patients

100%
to trials 
100% of your donation goes 
directly to ALLG’s clinical trial 
research portfolio, helping our 
clinician researchers to deliver 
the best clinical trial research 
that maximises the benefits for 
patients with blood cancers

$1 = $5.80
For every $1 invested into 
clinical trials, there is a return 
of $5.80 to the community 
through better patient 
outcomes, shorter treatment 
times and overall reduced costs 
to hospitals and healthcare 
(Ref: ACTA)



High-Impact 
Research

For 50 years, the ALLG has been committed to designing and 
conducting innovative clinical trials that result in better treatments for 
patients with blood cancers.

The ALLG has activated more than 160 clinical trials in Australia and 
New Zealand. This ground-breaking research continues to influence 
the way doctors treat blood cancer patients globally.

However, there are still too many blood cancers that present 
significant treatment challenges for doctors and their patients. 

The need to develop new, more e�ective treatments with less side 
e�ects, while aiming for a cure for people with these diseases, 
underpins our ALLG Scientific Research Strategy. This focus is 
essential to improve patients’ wellbeing and save more lives.

Our Strategy
Our Scientific Research Strategy’s 4 goals

What will ALLG’s Research Strategy mean for those with blood cancer?

Better treatments, better lives, aiming for cure.

ALLG is a collaborative and not-for-profit clinical research group. 
Being a not-for-profit allows ALLG the independence to put action 
plans in place for all diseases, not just one blood cancer type. 

ALLG trials take a holistic approach to delivering clinical trials – they 
are about the quality of life for the patient and the opportunity to 
continue new discoveries through sample collections and laboratory 
research. 

Our clinician members are dedicated to answering the most 
important clinical research questions for blood cancers and to 
creating better treatments and better lives for patients.

Professor Judith Trotman 
Chair ALLG Scientific Advisory Committee  
& Head of Haematology, Concord Repatriation General Hospital

Our Leadership

Clinical Trials
Find better treatments that are less 
toxic, and more e�ective therapies

Translational Research
Advance knowledge, accelerate the 
science and develop the ALLG’s National 
Blood Cancer Registry and Biobank for 
researchers to better understand disease 
biology and provide clinical pathways for 
more e�ective, targeted, treatmentsDynamic Support

Provide better access for more 
Australian and New Zealand patients 
to participate in international 
research, and for patients living 
in rural and regional areas to 
participate in more trials

Improve clinical practice
Translate outcomes into future patient care



Current Funding 
Needs

ALLG currently has 14 clinical trials in progress giving access to 
innovative treatments for over 1,500 patients, but we still have at least 
10 ALLG clinical trials awaiting funding to open in 2023 to patients in 
need. 

Each of these trials could lead to better treatments for thousands more 
patients, right here and across the world. 

Clinical trials are essential if we are to end blood cancer, once and for all.

ALLG believes that all patients with blood cancers deserve better and 
less toxic treatments that help to create better lives, better survival 
outcomes and potentially, a cure. 

Every donation makes a di�erence to patients with blood cancers.

What your 
donation supports

Ways to Support
Research Accelerator Program  
ALLG Clinical Trials Fellowship

Vision:	  
The ALLG Fellowship is a key program to inspire and cultivate the 
next generation of outstanding researchers and clinical triallists 
who will drive the better treatments and outcomes for patients 
with blood cancers.

Program:	  
The ALLG Clinical Trials Fellowship provides a pathway for 
emerging clinical trial researchers to undertake clinical research, 
build experience and deliver outcomes for blood cancer patients.

Funding Need: 	  
3 x 12-month Fellowships at $70,000 each

We are seeking philanthropic contributions from supporters 
to establish the ALLG Fellowship. Donations from $100 to the 
full cost of $70,000 to fund one Fellowship for one year are 
welcomed. Contact info@allg.org.au to find out more.

To donate, visit www.allg.org.au, 
call 03 8373 9705 or scan the  
QR code. All donations over $2 
are tax deductible.

$5,000
Supports the 

implementation  
of trial procedures  

at hospitals.

$1,000
Supports the  

analysis of clinical 
trial samples.

$350 
Supports a  

variety of tests  
used to detect  
disease relapse.

$100
Supports data 
management 
collection to 

complement samples.

$30
Supports specialised 
collection kits used 

in clinical trials.

Follow us© 2023 Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group
Ground Floor, 35 Elizabeth Street, Richmond VIC 3121

www.allg.org.au

Donate
Your donation to blood cancer 
research will help Australia’s 
leading researchers end blood 
cancer sooner.

Monthly Giving
Monthly giving is critical to ALLG’s 
research. Your monthly gifts helps 
support our researchers to find 
new and better treatments for 
blood cancers.


