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Welcome from ALLG
Chief Executive Officer

In this sixth edition of ALLG News, you can read
about progress in blood cancer treatment, the
future of clinical trials, the role trial coordinators
play in improving cancer care, and much more.
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One of the many ways our members
share clinical trial updates and
discuss new ideas and ways of
treating blood cancer is through the
ALLG’s biannual Scientific Meetings.
These important events foster
collaboration and discovery among
our member scientists and clinicians,
trial coordinators and research
nurses. At our most recent Scientific
Meeting in October 2023, we were
delighted to celebrate our Group’s
50th anniversary and honour some

of ALLG’s outstanding members for
their important contributions to blood
cancer treatments. You can read about
it in this newsletter, as well as the
latest on ALLG lymphoma trials and
the Patient Forum we co-hosted with
Lymphoma Australia.

You can also download a copy of

our special commemorative book on
ALLG’s “5 Decades of Impact” and our
Annual Review publication that were
launched at the Scientific Meeting,
now available on our website.

Reflecting on our five decades of impactful

We are pleased Cancer Australia has
launched a 10-year national Australia
Cancer Plan that aims to address
critical issues in cancer control,
particularly for patients whose health
outcomes are poorer. The Plan also
integrates Optimal Care Pathways

to ensure standardised, evidence-
based, care for cancer patients across
Australia. Some of our ALLG Members
led the development of the Pathways
for blood cancer. We look forward

to working with Cancer Australia to
achieve the ambitions of the Australia
Cancer Plan.

The ALLG remains focused on
improving treatments, particularly for
rare blood cancers that make up 25%
of cancers but 40% of cancer deaths.
The ALLG continues to lead a robust
and collaborative clinical research
program across all blood cancers to
address unmet needs and progress the
best science, evidence and effective
outcomes. Our Group’s dedication to
driving this change is reflected in our

contributions to blood cancer research and

treatment, the ALLG has grown from modest
beginnings in 1973 to include more than 1,200
members today. Our Group’s commitment

to clinical trial research has transformed

ongoing clinical trials and advocacy,
our early career researcher mentorship
program and the ALLG HSANZ Clinical
Trials Fellowship recently established

in partnership with the Haematology
Society of Australia and New Zealand,
to accelerate research impact.

On behalf of our ALLG Members and
team, | would like to acknowledge the
many patients who have participated
in ALLG clinical trials during our

50 years and thank them for their
commitment to research and better
treatments. | also want to thank you
- our ALLG donors and supporters -
who continue to support our mission
for better treatments, better lives.
Thank you.

Ms Delaine Smith,
Chief Executive Officer
www.allg.org.au

In fifty years, we have conducted:

Over 160 clinical trials that have
benefitted more than 13,000 patients.

The ALLG has also produced 225

treatments for diseases like chronic myeloid
leukaemia and changed the way many other

publications in peer-reviewed medical
journals that have contributed to the

blood cancers are treated today. scientific knowledge in treating blood

cancer better.
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You can learn more about ALLG’s ‘5 Decades of Impact’ on
our website and download a copy our 50th Anniversary
commemorative book here that includes many milestones,
statements from our leading doctors and more.

You can also download our |latest Annual Review publication.

L]
For the past fifty years, the ALLG has been improving
treatments for patients with blood cancer. Results of
ALLG trials have shifted the dial, added to global
\ knowledge of better treatments and changed the
Prof Andrew way blood cancers are treated around the world.

Roberts
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Prof Judith Trotman

Through our international collaborations (with
the UK, US and numerous European countries)
we have had five decades of enormous impact,
more than tripling the survival rates for
patients with the Hodgkin and Non-Hodgkin
lymphomas.

Prof Steven Lane,
HSANZ President

Through this Group, Australia has led the
way with ground-breaking research and
major contributions to most blood
cancers including leukaemia, lymphoma
and myeloma.

Prof Joy Ho

Royal New Zealand Air Force Pilot,

Hemi Frires was 28 years when With such amazing developments in

diagnosed with Advanced Stage 4B areas such as genetics and minimal

Hodgkin Lymphoma. He participated residual disease analysis, it is heartening

on HD10, in Auckland NZ. (Hemi was for me to think that we were ‘at the

featured in ALLG News Edition 2) helm’ at the beginning of these explosive
Prof Paula Marlton developments.

It seemed sensible to have a chance at
an improved outcome from the trial, so |
took the opportunity. The trial
information was accessible, thorough.
Fortunately, it was successful. | feel
really lucky to have had a good
outcome and to find it hasn’t held me
back from flying in the Air Force.

Laboratory discovery, research and
translation through clinical trials are
the only ways to advance the field with
new therapies and treatment strategies
to improve patient outcomes.
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The future of clinical trials
for better treatments
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It’s an exciting time for research into better treatments for blood cancer, with
advances in translational science driving progress in addressing the most
devastating and poorly treated blood cancers. New technologies, evolving
regulatory frameworks, and a growing emphasis on patient-centred approaches and
more efficient trial designs, are driving innovations in clinical trial research.

The ALLG is at the frontline of emerging therapies, with new clinical trials bringing
breakthrough treatments to patients across Australia and New Zealand.

Genomic screening has transformed the understanding of blood cancers and
accelerated a new generation of immunotherapy and precision medicines.

The innovative nature of platform trials such as the AMLM26 INTERCEPT
precision-based approach to acute myeloid leukaemia is important in
managing and treating patients. INTERCEPT will harmonise minimal residual
disease monitoring across Australia, provide a platform for assessing multiple
new agents and combination therapies, drive important laboratory research,
and provide real hope to patients with this devastating disease. We will see a
marked expansion of available new therapies through this trial platform.

There is huge potential through stem cells for treating and potentially curing
diseases and blood disorders with no current satisfactory treatments. The ALLG
is leading the way through our Stem Cell Transplantation and Supportive Care
Scientific Working Parties, as the technology and science in this area progresses.

Treatment for lymphomas has begun to progress by quantum leaps.

Immunotherapies and CAR-T cells are continuing to be researched and refined for
better patient outcomes.

Work continues in a range of ALLG trials today to understand the use of PET-CT in
managing blood cancers.

The use of monoclonal antibody treatments together with chemotherapy in
indolent lymphoma has seen many more patients achieve a cure than seen in the
very recent past.

Machine learning and artificial intelligence systems are helping researchers
discover promising drug candidates through quicker data analysis.

Data sharing is advancing

health research. The ALLG has
collaborated with the Health studies
Australian national data asset
platform, HeSANDA, providing the
metadata from 32 practice changing
trials that our Group has conducted
since 2000. The HeSANDA platform
catalogue of research metadata
from ALLG’s and other clinical trials
provides researchers with access to
drive future research into blood and
other cancers.

Biobanks have an increasingly
important role and are crucial to
powering future medical research.
Correlative research linked to our
clinical trials teach researchers a
great amount about blood cancers,
which in turn can improve patient
therapies. As ALLG clinician
researchers learn more about
which genes to test and follow, it
progresses future research. A vital
component of this research is the
ALLG’s National Blood Cancer
Registry and Biobank, which
provides researchers pivotal real-
world data that underpins ALLG
trials and research.

Consumer representatives will
continue to be vitally important in
co-designing research and clinical trial
information for participants, providing
their ‘lived-experience’ perspectives
as cancer survivors for patient-
centred trial design and conduct.
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Pictured: SAHMRI lab Prof Deb White & team

As we wrap up our 50th Anniversary year, the ALLG continues to build on the
legacy of the Group’s five decades of impact as we look to the future of more

targeted therapies for patients.

Professor Judith Trotman (right) is Chair of the ALLG’s Scientific Advisory
Committee, which provides strategic research direction of the Group’s clinical trial
program. Professor Trotman shared her thoughts with ALLG News on the progress

in treatments and the challenges to overcome blood cancer.

“We are progressing targeted therapies, studying how
best to optimise the use of the life-saving, life-changing,
enzyme-inhibitors that switch off the activity of the
leukaemia. Our trials in development are moving away
from the blunderbuss, toxic, immune-suppressive
chemotherapy of the past to a chemo-free targeted
approach.

“Through ALLG'’s international collaborations, the
Group’s impact has more than tripled the survival
rates for patients with the Hodgkin and Non-Hodgkin
lymphomas. For so many lymphomas, we are curing
more patients through adding sophisticated targeted
antibody and enzyme inhibitor therapies.

“As we cure more patients, we are using functional
imaging of lymphoma, PET scanning, to help us adapt
our therapies to maximise cure while minimising toxicity,
so patients are not just living longer but living better.

“Our studies of CAR-T cell therapies are designed to
harness the patient’s own immune system to control and
ultimately cure their lymphoma.

“For patients with the bone marrow cancer multiple
myeloma, we also have multiple clever targeted
antibody and other enzyme inhibitors with combination
or sequential therapies now doubling the life expectancy

of someone diagnosed with myeloma in 2023, extending it
by many years.

“Despite delivering much better treatments now for many
types of blood cancer, there is ongoing unmet need that
the ALLG’s research strategy is targeting to progress
better treatments as we aim for cure. We are inspired by
the patients we have cured but driven by those with the
leukaemias, lymphomas and other blood cancers that are
still tough to treat. For these patients to have a chance at
life, we need to accelerate research progress now.

“As the only not-for-profit clinical trials group for
blood cancer in Australasia, we research for the best
science, best evidence so that patients can have better
treatments, better lives, while we aim for cure.

“Developing better cancer treatments and searching for
a cure takes research and the time, talent and funds to
make it possible. We are investing in the next generation
of blood cancer trial expertise for Australia through our
Clinical Trial Fellowship program in partnership with

the Haematology Society of Australia and New Zealand
(HSANZ). You can help accelerate our research progress
for better treatments.

“Our research for those with blood cancer means they
will have longer lives, and better lives.”

The ALLG, as the only collaborative, not-for-profit blood cancer clinical trial
research group in Australasia, is on the forefront of advancing new therapies and
treatments and working to deliver even more impactful patient outcomes as we aim
for cure. Dedicated to investing in the next generation of blood cancer researchers,
the ALLG is fostering opportunities for leadership in clinical trial expertise in
Australia and New Zealand. You can learn more about the ALLG HSANZ Clinical
Trials Fellowship here.

Liv
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The role of Clinical Trial Coordinators
in cancer care and research

Clinical Trial Coordinators or Study
Coordinators, and Research Nurses,
make enormous contributions to the
care of patients on ALLG trials. They
contribute to science with a focus on
the care of the clinical trial patient and
the coordination of research activities
at ALLG’s 94 hospital trial sites across
Australia and New Zealand. They are at
the forefront of the delivery of clinical
trials, ensuring the safety and comfort
of patients and supporting them
through their time on the clinical trial.
They are also involved in the patient
care pathway and act as the patient’s
advocate.

Pictured: Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital (SCGH), WA

Pictured: The SCGH Heamatology Team
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Question (Q): What is a day in the
life like for a Clinical Trial / Study
Coordinator?

“Honestly, it’s unpredictable, sometimes
routine, but always interesting! A study
[trial] coordinator may have a plan for
how they think their day may go and it
can all change in a moment’s notice, so
flexibility and organisation is key.

“Patient appointments can be
scheduled, data entry predicted, and
data cuts known in advance but, when
you are dealing with and looking after
people, plans can and do regularly
change for a myriad of reasons; patients
may be unwell, or their blood counts
might not be satisfactory enough for
treatment, or they may be running late,
or they may have just forgotten they
had an appointment at all.

“A study coordinator is often the
research team member a trial patient
speaks to the most whether in person,
by phone or email so understanding,
patience and compassion is key.”

Q: What are some of the most
important things about trial
coordination you would like other
ALLG Members and the wider blood
cancer community to know?

“It’s an incredibly important role.
Though a study coordinator is often not
responsible for creating and initiating

a trial they are key in whether the

study is successful or not. Bringing

the Chief Investigating doctor’s trial

to life by setting up systems and
processes to collect the information
required to inform the results cannot be
underestimated.

“A trial is only as good as the data
collected and the subsequent results
generated. Achieving this whilst
ensuring patients are cared for ethically
and with empathy is vital. Our patients
have trusted us to take part in a trial,

so we owe it to them to make sure we
collect meaningful data to help run the
study successfully.”

Blical Trial COm

ALLG Member Louise Hay is Clinical Trials Manager at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital in Perth. Louise spoke with the
ALLG News about the role of a Study Coordinator.

Q: What are some of your most special
memories of being in this role?

“On my first day | started on the same
day as my colleague Magdalena. A
previous study coordinator had already
left the department and the other

was off sick (we were a very small
department then) so, we were on our
own! I'd worked in the hospital only
three months, Magdalena was new too.
We both chatted with the trial patient
who came in on our first day in the
coordinator role. She was delightful.

| remember thinking though “Help!
Where do we start?”. We looked at one
of the many [clinical trial] Investigator
Site files in the office. In the end we all
worked it out.

“Magdelena and | learnt the job
together and visited every support
department to introduce ourselves.

“Other special memories are always

the positive comments we get from

our patients. | truly believe we have

the power to make a difference to

their journey and their thanks means
everything and an endorsement that we
‘got it right’.

“Lastly, but not least, the fantastic
haematology team at Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. The trials’ team has
always been made to feel part of the
wider haematology team (Consultants,

our day ward and inpatient ward teams).

| have worked in haematology since |
qualified as a nurse in 1994 and | always
said that haematologists are a special
breed. Their care and commitment to
their patients is unmatched.”

Q: What are some of the changes to
clinical trial coordination compared to
a decade or so ago?

“Trials have changed so much in my
14 years. | am sure it is all progress.
From paper Case Report Forms that
had to be copied and posted, and
queries that would literally be years
old, to electronic databases that tell
you instantly if it doesn’t like what
you have entered! There was so much
paper, with everything needing to

be printed, to documents now being
saved electronically and the coming
of an electronic medical record. In my
early days, trial submissions involved
printing out multiple copies of all the
study documents, now we have online
submission platforms.

“Whilst monitoring has evolved from
in-person to include more remote
monitoring in many instances, COVID-19
really did help us move things along
more quickly in that regard.

“Finally, | have to comment on the
complexity of trial protocols - of the
objectives and questions now being
asked by Investigators, the sub-studies
running concurrently, breadth of
sample collections and testing and the
correlative studies.”

Q: Which ALLG Trials have you or your
team worked on at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital over the years?

“So, so many. | have been in the
department over 14 years now so am in
the unique position to have seen many
trials start and finish.”
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As ALLG continues our mission for better treatments and better lives, members
like Louise and her team play crucial roles in progressing the future of blood cancer
research.

We are also most grateful to patients who participate in clinical trials. Participation
in a clinical trial gives you access to cutting-edge, potentially life-saving new
treatments before they’re widely available to the public.

To find out if a clinical trial could be suitable for you, speak with your treating
doctor. You can also learn more about participating on a trial and about the ALLG’s
latest clinical trials via our website.

Did you know?

¢ The ALLG has clinical trial sites across 84 hospitals in Australia
and 10 in New Zealand.

The ALLG’s National Blood Cancer Registry (NBCR) has 49 participating
clinical trial sites and registered more than 4,000 clinical trial participants.

International clinical trial collaborations bring new treatments to Australians
and New Zealanders. One third of ALLG’s clinical trials are through international
partnerships, giving patients here access to innovative treatments that would
otherwise only be available overseas.

How the ALLG Supports Trial Coordinators

ALLG Scholarships and Awards

The ALLG supports the training and education
of trial coordinators and trial site teams through
the ALLG Scholarships & Awards, to promote the
professional development and skills of Associate
Members in trial coordinator, research nurse,
data management and clinical trial nurse roles.
The Scholarships aim to recognise and reward
these essential roles in the clinical trial team.

There are two Scholarships available annually

- the Anne Lenton Memorial Scholarship and
the Janey Stone Perpetual Award. Both ALLG
Scholarships give Associate Members the
opportunity to study and pursue scientific
research projects and professional development
appropriate to their professional role, as well

as encouraging the study and improvement of
clinical trial processes.

If you are interested in supporting ALLG
Scholarships and Awards, contact the ALLG.
Email info@allg.org.au

PHOTO: Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital Trial Coordinator Aparna
Chauhan (pictured in the middle) and Manager Louise Hay (pictured
right) receiving the 2017 Janey Stone Perpetual Award from ALLG
Chief Executive Officer, Delaine Smith.
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ALLG’s National Blood Cancer Registry
reaches new milestone

The ALLG’s National Blood Cancer
Registry (NBCR), now with 49
participating clinical trial sites across
Australia and New Zealand, stands as
a vital source of real-world data that
is fuelling innovations in ALLG’s blood
cancer clinical trials and research.

In @ momentous achievement, Monash
Health registered the 4,000th patient
to the NBCR in November 2023. This
achievement is a testament to the
tireless efforts of dedicated healthcare
professionals and the commitment of
patients who have contributed to this
invaluable repository of real-world

data on blood cancers Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia (AML), Acute Lymphoblastic

Leukaemia (ALL), Myelodysplasia (MDS)

and uncommon lymphomas.

Monash Health NBCR Principal
Investigator, Professor Jake Shortt

said “I am very proud of Monash’s
participation in this endeavour over the
last five years, and the tireless work of
our trial centre staff.” This milestone
opens the door to even greater
opportunities for new research, allowing
for improved patient outcomes and
advancements in treatment strategies.

Pictured: Professor Jake Shortt

The Registry provides a dynamic
platform for researchers to conduct
epidemiological studies, identify trends,
evaluate treatment effectiveness, and
gain insights into factors influencing
the prognosis of blood cancers. It’s key
to driving scientific advancements and
enhancing patient care related to blood
cancers.

The NBCR is now the principal source
of longitudinal leukaemia and clinical
pathway data for researchers.
Longitudinal data, collected over time
from the same individuals, provides

a comprehensive understanding of
changes, patterns, and trends, and is
essential to shape future blood cancer
treatments.

MHTP
EE MonashHealth
EEE Translation Precinct

Meet the Monash Health faces behind this milestone. Pictured from left to right
from Monash Health: Marium Irfan (Registries Research Assistant), Dr Ahmad
Zargari and Jeanette Gamgee (Contracts and Finance Manager).

We extend our sincere gratitude to all
the patients participating in ALLG’s
clinical trials and the National Blood
Cancer Registry. These contributions
are instrumental in advancing scientific
knowledge, improving patient care, and
progressing the future of blood cancer
treatment. Together, we are making
strides toward a future where blood
cancers are better understood, more
effectively treated, and, ultimately,
conquered.

If you are a patient with blood cancer
and wish to participate, please speak to
your doctor or treating haematologist.
You can learn more about the NBCR on
ALLG’s website.
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Lymphoma patient forum and the

latest in lymphoma trials

Pictured left to right at Patient Forum co-hosted by Lymphoma Australia;

Dr Toni Lindsay, Prof Judith Trotman, Emma Priest and Erica Smeaton

At ALLG’s October 2023 Scientific
Meeting, we invited patients and carers
to join us at an educational Patient
Forum co-hosted by Lymphoma
Australia, where Professor Judith
Trotman (ALLG Scientific Advisory
Committee Chair), Dr Toni Lindsay
(Senior Clinical Psychologist), and
Emma Priest (clinical trial participant)
shared their insights and experiences.

Senior Clinical Psychologist Dr
Lindsay, an author of three books on
cancer, shared her expertise in patient
wellbeing strategies from her 14+ years
working in oncology and haematology.
Her talk on Wellbeing Through
Treatment and Beyond included helpful
tips and mindfulness practices to help
patients focus and be in the present.

The ALLG’s Scientific Advisory
Committee Chair, Professor Trotman
outlined the role of clinical trials in
delivering the latest cutting-edge

care, and how our community could
get involved. Prof Trotman’s talk

helped the audience to increase their
understanding and confidence in clinical
trials and covered new treatments and
therapeutics for patients with blood
cancer. She also discussed the role and
importance of the ALLG’s Consumer
Representative Panel in providing input
to ALLG’s trials from a cancer survivor’s
perspective.

Emma Priest, who participated on
ALLG’s HD10 clinical trial for aggressive
lymphoma (featured in ALLG News
Edition 5), spoke to attendees about
her trial experience and talked about
why trials and research are important to
patients.

Lymphoma Australia National Nurse
Manager, Erica Smeaton also presented
(pictured at lectern).

Lymphoma is among the 10 most
common cancers in men and
women in Australia. Every day, 20
Australians receive a diagnosis

of lymphoma. This type of blood
cancer affects a part of the immune
system called the lymphatic system.
Lymphoma occurs when abnormal
white blood cells (lymphocytes) in
the lymphatic system grow in an
uncontrolled way. This can start in
any part of the body that has lymph
tissue. It often starts in lymph
nodes in the chest or neck, or under
the arms. From there, it spreads

to other lymph nodes. It can
sometimes spread to other parts

of the body. There have been great
advances in treating lymphoma, and
progress continues to make strides
in controlling this blood cancer
better.

Lymphoma
JAustraIia

For patient information and resources,
visit Lymphoma Australia and visit the
ALLG’s website for Frequently Asked
Questions about clinical trials
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If you are interested in engaging
more with the ALLG, you can
follow us on Facebook, X
(formerly known as Twitter) and
Linkedin, visit our website allg.
org.au or email us on info@
allg.org.au. You can also read
more about ALLG’s Consumer
Representatives in this newsletter.
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Latest ALLG lymphoma trials

The ALLG’s clinician researchers in lymphoma, led by the Scientific Working Party
Chairs Associate Professor Michael Dickinson and Dr Gareth Gregory (pictured),
are dedicated to researching new and better treatments. More than 40% of
ALLG’s active clinical trials are in lymphoma’s sub-types such as Hodgkin
lymphoma, Non-Hodgkin lymphoma, follicular lymphoma and others.

ALLG recently opened the HD12 CATER-HL phase Il clinical
trial for patients with newly diagnosed Hodgkin lymphoma
who are aged 60 years and above. HD12 aims to improve on
the standard treatment for elderly Hodgkin patients by using
Tislelizumab, an immunotherapy treatment, in combination
with chemotherapy.

Chief Investigator, Associate
Professor Tara Cochrane said,

“It is exciting that here in Australia,
we can now offer older patients
with newly diagnosed Hodgkin
lymphoma immunotherapy
combined with chemotherapy.

In addition, there is the choice

of receiving lower doses of
chemotherapy for frailer patients.”

The trial combines an immunotherapy treatment called
Tislelizumab with chemotherapy, aiming to reduce side effects
and increase survival rates for these Hodgkin lymphoma
patients. A recent international study demonstrated that

in newly diagnosed Hodgkin lymphoma patients, including
those over 60, the combination of immunotherapy and
chemotherapy not only improves survival but also reduces
side effects when compared to standard treatments.

HD12 trial is open to patients at sites in Victoria, QLD, NSW
and the ACT and will open at more sites across Australia in
coming months.

To find out if an ALLG trial could be suitable for you, please
speak with your treating doctor. You can also learn more
about all of ALLG’s current clinical trials via our website and
find more information on clinical trial research.

You don’t have to be a patient on a clinical trial to help drive
more blood cancer research breakthroughs - your donation
to ALLG’s vital research aiming for cure, is just as important
in helping save lives. Did you know that the ALLG is a not-for-
profit, registered charity? 100% of donations go to our clinical
trial program, or you may like to support our ALLG HSANZ
Clinical Trial Fellowship to help accelerate blood cancer
research.

Visit our website for more information.

Other open ALLG lymphoma trials include:

ALLG lymphoma trial HD13 RADAR, for patients with
treatment-naive, early limited-stage (stage IA/IIA, no
mediastinal bulk) Hodgkin lymphoma. This trial is in
collaboration with University College London and is
trialling a new treatment that aims to reduce side-
effects for patients.

NHL30 PETReA phase lll evaluation of PET-guided,
Response-Adapted therapy in patients with previously
untreated, high tumour burden follicular lymphoma.
This trial is in collaboration with the Cancer Research
UK trial group and is one of the largest follicular
lymphoma studies globally.

NHL32 phase lll trial, for patients with untreated
primary central nervous system lymphoma (PCNSL);
a type of lymphoma that affects the brain or spinal
cord. This trial is using an immunotherapy instead of
radiotherapy or stem cell transplant for patients after
they receive their initial chemotherapy.

NHL35 PACIFIC phase |l trial is a study of
Pembrolizumab and Chemo-Immunotherapy as first-
line therapy for patients with Primary Mediastinal B-Cell
Lymphoma (PMBL). The researchers’ goal for the study
is to demonstrate that the addition of a new agent,
pembrolizumab to R-CHOP, to the current standard of
care improves survival in patients with PMBL.

NHL36 TREBL-2 is an early phase, open label,
multicentre, trial study of front-line TheRapy for EBv-
associated Lymphomas - 2. This non-randomised phase
| single clinical trial will recruit patients with Epstein
Barr Virus-associated Diffuse Large B-cell Lymphoma
(EBV-associated DLBCL) in patients aged >45 years,

in the overtly immunocompetent (i.e. without Post-
Transplant-Lymphoproliferative Disorder or AIDS-
related lymphomas).

NHL37 GOLDILOX is an open-label, single-arm, phase
2 trial of GlOfitamab anD plrtobrutinib (LOXo0-305) in
patients with mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) and prior
exposure to a BTK inhibitor. Relapsed/refractory MCL
after failure of BTK inhibitors is an unmet area of need.
Glofitamab and pirtobrutinib are two apparent best-
in-class agents in MCL with different mechanisms of
action and non-overlapping toxicity profiles. Both
additive and synergistic effects may be seen with the
combination.
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ALLG Members awarded for contributions
to blood cancer research

At our ALLG October 2023 Scientific Meeting Awards dinner we welcomed five of our newest life members. An ALLG Life
Membership is a special category for Members who have made an important and sustained contribution to the advancement of
haematology research and the activities of ALLG.

{

Congratulations to our newest Life Members! Pictured from left to right: Professor Mark Hertzberg,
Professor Paula Marlton, Ms Michele Gambrill, Professor Andrew Grigg and Professor Andrew Roberts.

Professor Mark Hertzberg has been instrumental in advancing ALLG
through active involvement in our clinical and translational research
programs, organisational development and mentorship of clinicians
and researchers. Notably, he led the NHL21 trial, improving cancer-
free survival for patients with diffuse B-cell lymphoma through an
intensified chemotherapy regimen. In addition, his collaborations

with the German lymphoma specialists extended the HD10 trial to
Australia, making a substantial impact for patients with advanced
stage Hodgkin Lymphoma. Prof Hertzberg was recently appointed to
the ALLG Board.
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Professor Paula Marlton is nationally and internationally acclaimed for
her significant contributions to malignant haematology. With over 30
years of experience in haematology, specialising in acute leukaemia,
Professor Marlton has been an active member of ALLG since 1994;
leading and co-leading many of our clinical trials including the AMLM13
and AMLM23 HOVON trials. In addition, she actively participates as an
ALLG site investigator contributing to numerous investigator-sponsored
and industry-sponsored trials at Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Ms Michele Gambrill has been a member of ALLG since 2010, however
her association with the ALLG dates back to the early trials of 1999.
Michele has served as the Trials Unit Manager at the Calvary Mater
Hospital in Newcastle for over 25 years, completing 30 years of service
upon her retirement. Through the implementation of new processes, she
enhanced efficiency and accuracy across all research facets, positioning
Calvary Mater Hospital among the top Hematology trial units in the
country. Thanks to Michele’s unwavering commitment to facilitating
quality clinical trials, more than 540 patients from Calvary Mater have
participated in 54 of ALLG’s trials and the ALLG’s National Blood cancer
Registry.

Professor Andrew Grigg has been an active contributor to the ALLG
since 1991. During his 32 years of ALLG membership, he has held a
number of committee appointments - including being a Board Member
from 2013 to 2016 - and contributed to the clinical trial program in
diverse disease areas such as Bone Marrow Transplantation (BMT),
Supportive Care and blood cancers Myeloproliferative neoplasms and
Multiple Myeloma, among others. Furthermore, Professor Grigg took
the role of co-Investigator on Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia (CML) trials,
leading to the improvement of therapy in CML, as well as acting as co-
Investigator on Acute Myeloid Leukaemia trials and Chief Investigator of
the successful ALLOS trial and the BMO?7 trial, one of the few trials in the
field of BMT.

Professor Andrew Roberts, an ALLG Member since 1999, has been
instrumental in the growth and professional governance of ALLG.

In addition to participating in various ALLG Scientific Committees,
including Acute Leukaemia Scientific Working Party, Chronic
Lymphocytic Leukaemia, Myeloma and Laboratory Science, Professor
Roberts made a remarkable contribution to ALLG by serving as a
Board Director for 13 years. Professor Roberts’ guidance has played

a key role in expanding ALLG’s reach and relevance both locally and
internationally, and supporting ALLG’s mission and progress.
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At our 50th Anniversary Gala dinner at the October Meeting, we announced our member Hall of Fame Award. The aim of this
award is to give recognition to people, hospital sites or teams who have made a sustained and outstanding contribution to the
ALLG in our collective mission for better treatments, better lives.

Congratulations to the South Australian Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia (CML) Research Teams!

Well done to our clinician researcher
leads - Professor Tim Hughes, Associate
Professor David Yeung and Associate
Professor David Ross, chief scientist -
Professor Deborah White, expert trial
coordinating team Bronwen Ortlepp,
Angelica Thieleke and Janet Ruggiero,
Dr Naranie Shanmuganathan, Professor
Susan Branford, Steph Arbon and Lisa
Carne and keep up the amazing work!

Over three decades, the team at Royal
Adelaide Hospital Haematology and
Clinical Trials Unit, the CML research
team of South Australia Health Medical
Research Institute (SAHMRI), and the
University of South Australia have driven
significant change and discovery in the
field of CML. Their efforts were linked
and leveraged through the ALLG clinical
trial program for the advancement of
molecular testing, meaning treatment
for CML has accelerated with world-wide
impact for patients.

A few facts about the South Australian CML Research
Teams’ great achievements across ten trials.

1,342 patients

have benefited from
participation in ALLG trials

20+ publications
have been released on the
treatment outcomes and
correlative research projects

The Correlative Research
outcomes have contributed

to the optimised use of a
targeted type of therapy,
Tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKIs),
setting guidelines and standards
locally and internationally.

The survival rate of patients with
CML in the past 20 years has

drastically improved.

The CML Group is currently
exploring biomarkers

that can indicate who needs
a more intensive approach
to therapy from the start and
who can be safely managed
with standard therapeutic
approaches.
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Consumer Engagement for
patient-centred clinical trials

Patients’ input and feedback are an essential part of developing clinical trials and
scientific research. Engagement with consumers has always been a focus for the
ALLG, with our consumer representatives very active since year 2000 assisting

with patient-centred summary reviews of our clinical trials and trial participant
information, and input on our grant funding applications. We greatly appreciate
their invaluable input and perspective to help the ALLG further its mission for better
treatments and better lives for patients with blood cancer.

To find out more, watch our brief video on ALLG’s Consumer Engagement which
features our Consumer Representatives, cancer survivors John Stubbs, Anne
Hodgson and Steve Towell, and download our Consumer Representative Fact
Sheet and Application Form if you are interested in becoming an ALLG Consumer
Representative.

See Consumer Representative
Panel Factsheet here
or email info@allg.org.au

See Application Form here
or email info@allg.org.au

Scan QR Code to
view video on ALLG’s
Consumer Engagement

John Stubbs AM

ad MY
Anne Hodgson

Acute Myeloid Leukaemia survivor

ALLG Consumer Representative since 2010

Pam Keirs
Acute Myeloid Leukaemia survivor

ALLG Consumer Representative since 2016

FMPHOMA

Steve Towell
Mantle Cell Lymphoma survivor

ALLG Consumer Representative since 2016

John Stubbs
Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia survivor

ALLG Consumer Representative since 2008

AILILIG
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Patient and Carer Resources

BOLIFCES

As the only non-profit collaborative clinical trials group in Australia and New Zealand for blood cancers, ALLG has
the capability to run independent doctor-led clinical trials in Australasia and, crucially, to participate in international
trials. This ensures opportunities for better treatments today for Australian and New Zealand patients that they would
not otherwise have access to. You can learn more about clinical trials, and what they involve, by visiting our website’s
Frequently Asked Questions page. If you are a loved one has blood cancer, speak with the treating doctor about

participating in an ALLG clinical trial.

There are many places and people available for patients to find out about clinical trials.

1. Your hospital’s clinical trial site team and Principal Investigator (Haematologist)

2. The ALLG’s website - as sponsor of clinical trials in blood cancer (ALLG or pharmaceutical company) and individual

trial Patient Information and Consent Forms.

3. WHO approved ‘Register’ for clinical trials; Australian Clinical Trials website - ANZCTR

4. Patient support networks e.g. Cancer Council Australia, Leukaemia Foundation, Lymphoma Australia, Myeloma Australia

Click on the logos and titles to link to websites
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