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Since 1973, the ALLG has been 
conducting clinical trials focused 
on delivering new treatments and 
supporting better lives for patients 
living with blood cancer.

2023 is ALLG’s 50th 
anniversary year!
From our humble beginnings to 
today’s 1,000 + ALLG volunteer 
members – specialist doctors, 
researchers, trial coordinators - from 
94 hospitals across Australia and New 
Zealand, we are proud of the impact 
ALLG members and the clinical trial 
results have made on better patient 
treatment and care throughout the 
past five decades.

Our members’ work has made 
a significant impact on blood 
cancer care.

ALLG trials have contributed to what 
are now the best standard treatments 
in Australia and New Zealand in blood 
cancers. In the area of leukaemia, 
several ALLG trials have resulted 
in new treatments being adopted 
internationally, expanded the use for 
existing treatments and increased 
international focus on Australia’s 
position as a leader in the field of 
blood cancer research.

Welcome from ALLG 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from CEO 

About the Australasian 
Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Group 
(ALLG)
The Australasian Leukaemia 
& Lymphoma Group (ALLG) 
is a not-for-profit clinical trial 
organisation that sponsors 
local investigator-initiated 
clinical trials. The ALLG 
membership of over 1,000 health 
professionals includes almost all 
of the haematologists treating 
leukaemia and lymphoma across 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Established 50 years ago in 
1973, the ALLG plans, designs, 
conducts, monitors and publishes 
clinical trials across the entire 
spectrum of blood cancers.

For 50 years, an important part 
of ALLG’s work has also been to 
advocate for better patient access to 
clinical trials, and address barriers to 
ALLG drug trials for blood cancer. 

In this newsletter, you can hear from 
Dr Jock Simpson who leads our 
Rural and Regional Haematology 
Working Group that aims to increase 
clinical trial participation for patients 
living in rural, regional, and remote 
communities, and read about one of 
the first ALLG trial participants that 
joined one of our trials through the 
new ‘Teletrial’ program which looks 
to enhance telehealth capability for 
patients. 

Building on the past for a  
better future

Collectively, blood cancers are the 
second biggest group of diagnosed 
cancers in Australia, and the second 
most common cause of cancer-related 
deaths in Australia. Unfortunately, 
blood cancers can develop in anyone 
at any stage of life. 

For five decades, the Australasian 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group’s 
(ALLG) purpose has been to create 
better treatments for better lives for 
patients with blood cancer. Despite the 
progress made in treating some blood 
cancers, there is still more work to do 
to help save many more patients’ lives 
and to ultimately find a cure.

You can help end blood cancer sooner 
and support our clinical trial research 
programs. As part of our 50th year 

anniversary, you can join ‘Team ALLG’ 
in our fitness challenge fundraiser to 
run, cycle or swim for blood cancer 
research. Read more about it in this 
newsletter.

Looking to the future, ALLG’s 
comprehensive network of volunteer 
health professionals working towards 
our common goals set out in our 
scientific research strategy will drive 
the change needed to achieve better 
blood cancer treatments for patients; 
as we aim to cure blood cancers.

You can read about the ALLG’s ‘5 
decades of impact’ on the blood 
cancer community, here or visit 
https://www.allg.org.au/about-us/5-
decades-of-impact/

Ms Delaine Smith,
Chief Executive Officer
www.allg.org.au

Over the past five decades, the ALLG has had:

222  
publications in peer-
reviewed journals

293 presentations 
of trial results at local 
and international 
conferences

Over 160  
trials conducted

Over 12,500 
patients that have been 
supported by ALLG trials, 
including all ALLG trials, 
projects and registries

https://www.allg.org.au/about-us/5-decades-of-impact/
https://www.allg.org.au/about-us/5-decades-of-impact/
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1970s

1980s
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2000s
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As part of the ALLG’s 50th Anniversary celebrations and 
communications throughout the year, we want to expand on stories 
and photos of people who have benefited from our clinical trials. 

We are interested to hear from you. What’s your story? Were you 
on a clinical trial? Your story could be either a memory about being 
on a clinical trial, a ‘memory of ALLG’ or be about your doctor, your 
hospital, and your experience. Even if you had been on a clinical trial 
many years ago, you may like to tell us about your experience of the 
time you were on trial…..such as if it was back in 1970s, 80s, or 90s. 
What was it like then for you and who was important to you at the 
time while being on the trial? What would that experience perhaps 
look like now if you were to have treatment? (the hospital, or people 
involved in clinical trials). 

Help build the history of the organisation; email your reflections and 
photos to info@allg.org.au or use the online form available on our 
website, allg.org.au to upload your content. 

Stories might be shared on the ALLG communications channels, and at 
the ALLG’s Scientific Meeting dinners, and in a commemorative ALLG 
50th Anniversary booklet.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Send us your stories and photos 
for ALLG’s 50th Anniversary

Message from CEO 

https://www.allg.org.au/about-us/50th-anniversary-share-your-memories/
https://www.allg.org.au/about-us/50th-anniversary-share-your-memories/
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The success of our clinical trials’ 
program is built on the efforts of not 
only our member doctors but the 
patients who participate. Patients make 
such a vital contribution to clinical 
trials and there are many advantages 
that patients gain by taking part. 
Participating in a clinical trial gives 
patients access to cutting-edge, 
potentially life-saving, new treatments 
before they become available nationally. 

As the only non-profit collaborative 
clinical trials group in Australia and 
New Zealand for blood cancers, ALLG 
has the capability to run independent 
doctor-led clinical trials in Australasia 
and, crucially, to participate in 

international trials. This opens up 
even greater opportunities for better 
treatments today for Australian and 
New Zealand patients that they would 
not otherwise have access to. 

You can learn more about clinical trials, 
and what they involve, by visiting 
our website’s Frequently Asked 
Questions page. If you or a loved 
one has blood cancer, speak with the 
treating doctor about participating in 
an ALLG clinical trial.

https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-
research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/

Clinical Trials

About Clinical Trials

What is a consumer 
representative?
A consumer representative is a committee 
member who voices the consumer perspective 
(someone whose life has been affected by 
cancer) and takes part in the decision making 
process on behalf of consumers.

Our current committee of four representatives 
are all survivors of blood cancer and provide 
feedback on a wide variety of issues, such 
as clinical trials, ALLG website consumer 
information and research priorities.

If you are interested in joining the ALLG’s 
Consumer Representative Panel, learn more 
and how to apply by emailing info@allg.org.au

See Consumer Representative 
Panel Factsheet here  

or email info@allg.org.au 

See Application  
Form here or email 

info@allg.org.au

Many people with 
cancer are now 
living longer, with  
a better quality  
of life, due to 
clinical trials.

https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
https://www.allg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/cr_allg-factsheet_june_2022.pdf
https://www.allg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/allg-consumer-rep-application-form_2022.pdf
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ALLG’s Advocacy  
for better patient  
access to trials
For 50 years, an important part of ALLG’s work has been 
to advocate for better patient access to clinical trials, and 
address barriers to ALLG drug trials for blood cancer. 

More recently, the ALLG’s leading role on Australia’s 
National Blood Cancer Taskforce has included developing 
new guides for doctors and patients that describe what 
optimal care for a particular type of blood cancer should 
look like, putting patients at the centre of care decisions. 
These guides, called ‘Optimal Care Pathways’, will set 
national standards of care and treatment for blood cancer 
patients across Australia, no matter where they live, or 
access treatment. Learn more here. 

ALLG Advocacy 

Increasing clinical trial participation 
for patients in rural, regional, and 
remote communities
The ALLG’s Rural and Regional Haematology Working Group (RRHWG), established 
in 2021 and chaired by Dr Jock Simpson [pictured], aims to further increase clinical 
trial participation for patients living in rural, regional, and remote communities – who 
do not have access to metropolitan trial centres. 

This will be achieved through close collaboration with ALLG clinical trial leaders to 
increase locally delivered trials at non-metro hospitals, and to expedite uptake of the 
teletrial model for ALLG clinical trial studies.  

This group is encouraging more regional hospital sites to be involved in more areas 
of the ALLG trial and research program. The  RRHWG is influencing, educating and 
promoting regional inclusion in the ALLG’s Scientific Working Parties, which is where 
the ‘new trial ideas’ are generated. It means regional and teletrials can be a focus 
from the very beginning in ALLG clinical trials.

Dr Jock Simpson, Chair, ALLG Rural & 
Regional Haematology Working Group.

The Optimal Care Pathways support patients and carers, health 
professionals and services, and encourage consistent optimal 
treatment and supportive care at each stage of a patient’s 
journey. Seven key principles underpin the guidance provided 
in the pathways: patient-centred care; safe and quality care; 
multidisciplinary care; supportive care; care coordination; 
communication; and research and clinical trials.

https://www.allg.org.au/six-new-optimal-care-pathways-released-for-blood-cancer-treatment-and-care/



ALLG News - Edition 3  |  Page 6

Teletrials  
– A patient’s  
experience

Teletrials

Vesselin Petkov from Cairns [pictured 
with his daughter] was diagnosed with 
a rare form of lymphoma two years ago, 
Mantle Cell Lymphoma (MCL). He was of 
the first patients to take part in a clinical 
trial through the Australian Teletrial 
Program in Cairns. That was an ALLG 
clinical trial, NHL33 WAMM.

The unique ALLG trial is aimed at helping 
MCL patients, like Vesselin, to get the 
right immunotherapy treatment for their 
lymphoma at the right time; arming 
patients with the best chance to fight this 
disease. The Teletrial Program allowed 
Vesselin to take part in the clinical trial 
without being separated from his family.

Vesselin said:

“I chose to enrol in the [NHL33 
WAMM] clinical trial because the 
conventional treatment that was 
offered to me was 15 years old and, 
while it offered me a chance of 
remission, it was quite toxic and all 
follow up studies showed all patients 
sooner or later would relapse.

“I was looking for an alternative that 
would achieve a better result with less 
overall toxicity. The decision was not 
taken lightly as my type of lymphoma 
is well known to be difficult to treat 
and opting for a new combination of 
drugs had an inherent risk of failure.

“High quality clinical research 
is extremely important for the 
development and approval of new 
drugs that have the potential to 
offer better outcomes with less side 
effects for cancer patients. Clinical 
trials also offer cancer patients free 
access to treatments that are not 
otherwise available.”

Travelling hundreds of kilometres from 
his home to Townsville for several 
months to take part in a clinical trial to 
treat the disease took its toll. Through 
the teletrial program, Vesselin was 
able to participate in the clinical trial 
at his local hospital in Cairns. 

“It meant no more early morning 
flights, personal expenses, dealing 
with side effects alone away from the 
family,” he said.

Vesselin is also a medical professional 
who works as an anaesthetist at 
Cairns Base Hospital.

“My experience with the trial was very 
positive. So far I’m in full remission, 
and I feel really good, and I’m back to 
work. I feel 100 per cent.”

The ALLG sincerely thanks Vesselin for 
sharing his story about participating 
in our ALLG clinical trial. 

About the 
Teletrial program 

The Australian Teletrial Program (ATP) will deliver 
specialised health care to thousands of regional and 
remote Australians. 

The Teletrial Program, which was first piloted in 2018, 
leverages telehealth technology to create a network of 
rural, regional and remote clinical trial sites nationwide. 
It allows clinicians and participants to take part in 
clinical trials remotely so they will no longer have to 
travel long distances to major cities. Teletrials allow 
patients and their carers to avoid the stress and 
expense of travelling far for treatment, and spend more 
time at home with family and friends. 

To date, the Australian Teletrial Program  
has conducted over: 

The ATP has set a target of 5,000 new participants, 
	■ 2,400 new clinical trial sites, 
	■ 90 new GP clinical sites, 
	■ 208 new trials, 
	■ and 5,000 staff to facilitate these services.

90  
clinical trials

with 58  
patients

across 37 
clinical sites
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About ALLG NHL33 
WAMM clinical trial  

This unique trial, NHL33 WAMM is 
aimed at helping MCL patients like 
Vesselin Petkov to get the right 
immunotherapy treatment for their 
lymphoma at the right time. Patient 
recruitment has now completed for 
this study. 

The trial’s Chief Investigator, Associate 
Professor Eliza Hawkes from the Austin 
Hospital and Olivia Newton-John 
Cancer Research Institute (ONJCRI) in 
Melbourne has been leading the trial, 
and Dr Allison Barraclough, also from 
the Austin Hospital and ONJCRI, the 
lead research fellow involved in NHL33, 
was instrumental in launching this 
important study.

NHL33 WAMM opened at 15 hospital 
clinical trial sites across Australia for 44 
patients over the past three years. The 
trial incorporated the teletrials’ model 
with two remote sites under the lead 
teletrials site of Townsville Hospital.

The trial was testing a new treatment 
for newly-diagnosed MCL called 
acalabrutinib when added to 
the standard treatments for this 
condition, which include combination 
chemotherapy and autologous stem 
cell transplantation. This trial was 
looking specifically at the impact of 
adding acalabrutinib oral capsules 
in the induction and maintenance 
phases of standard treatments on 

stopping or slowing the growth of 
cancer cells.

Current standard therapies for 
MCL include rituximab, R-DHAOx 
and BEAM autologous stem cell 
transplant. Acalabrutinib is currently 
approved for patients with MCL 
who have received at least one prior 
treatment/therapy. The ALLG NHL33 
trial will help determine whether 
acalabrutinib is a suitable first-
line therapy for MCL. Analysis of 
the clinical trial results is currently 
underway.

Clinical Trial

A/Prof Hawkes said, “I’m pleased to be contributing to the global efforts to improve outcomes 
in this rare disease and I was excited to be working with my colleagues at rural and remote 
centres on this novel Telehealth model so we could reach Australian haematology patients 
who usually faced travelling impossible distances to participate in a clinical trial. Acalabrutinib 
works really well in relapsed MCL patients, but we could offer eligible Australian patients with 
previously untreated MCL the opportunity to receive this therapy through this trial, as well as 
maintenance rituximab, a global standard of care not currently funded in Australia.

A/Prof Eliza Hawkes is leading the Australia-wide ALLG NHL33 clinical trial.

Results of the NHL33 WAMM clinical trial will be presented to a health 
professional audience at International Conference on Malignant Lymphoma 
2023. This is a key event for the scientific community engaged in the study 
and treatment of lymphoid neoplasms. It is organised by the Foundation 
for the Institute of Oncology Research, in cooperation with the American 
Association for Cancer Research and in collaboration with the European School 
of Oncology.

The ALLG appreciates the work of the clinical trial’s teams at the 15 hospital 
sites who worked with A/Prof Hawkes and Dr Barraclough to support
recruitment and management of the ALLG NHL33 trial. The ALLG also thanks
AstraZeneca and Sandoz for their support of ALLG for this trial . We also great-
ly appreciate and thank all participants who volunteered to join the NHL33 
WAMM trial.   

Dr Barraclough added, 
“This has been an incredibly 
innovative study design, 
which gave patients access to 
novel, new therapies without 
compromising on the efficacy 
of proven treatments. We 
were thrilled to be able to 
offer patients rituximab in 
the maintenance phase of the 
study for which an improved 
overall survival benefit has been 
demonstrated in MCL.”

Lead 
Research 
Fellow on 
ALLG NHL33 
clinical trial, 
Dr Allison 
Barraclough.

https://www.allg.org.au/teletrial-patient-allg-trial/
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About Mantle Cell Lymphoma

If you are interested in participating in a clinical trial, visit the online 
registry of clinical trials being undertaken in Australia and New Zealand; 
https://www.anzctr.org.au/ and https://www.allg.org.au/.

About Mantle Cell Lymphoma 
Lymphoma is a type of cancer that affects the 
lymphatic system, particularly the lymph nodes. 

The lymphatic system helps to fight infections and 
disease. Mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) is a relatively 
uncommon type of lymphoma affecting approximately 
5-10% of all non-Hodgkin lymphoma patients. 

This type of lymphoma develops when the body makes 
abnormal B-cells, which are white blood cells that fight 
infection. The lymphoma cells grow uncontrollably 
in lymph nodes, making them bigger. The disease is 
called “mantle cell lymphoma” because the tumour 
cells originate in the “mantle zone” or outer ring of the 
lymph node.

Development of more effective treatments for MCL has 
improved in recent years. However, despite this, a better 
understanding of how to treat this form of lymphoma is 
important to ensure patient outcomes can continue to 
be improved.

Usually the first sign of MCL is a painless swelling in the 
neck, armpit and/or groin. Multiple lymph nodes may be 
affected as well as other sites of the body.

The average age at diagnosis of MCL is 60-65 years. 
It is two to three times more common in men than in 
women.

MCL appears as a low-grade lymphoma under the 
microscope, however most behave like a high-grade 
(aggressive) lymphoma and, in the majority of cases, 
they are treated as such. 

MCL is usually treated with combination chemotherapy 
with or without a targeted therapy. Other therapies 
include radioimmunotherapy which combines 
radiotherapy with a targeted therapy; radiotherapy; and 
stem cell transplants. 

For more information visit  
https://www.cancer.org.au/cancercareguides

https://www.anzctr.org.au/
https://www.allg.org.au/
https://www.cancer.org.au/cancercareguides
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Scientific Research Strategy

The Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG) is the only not-for-profit, collaborative clinical research 

group in Australia and New Zealand dedicated to the design and conduct of clinical trials. Our clinician researcher 

membership work to improve the treatment and lives of patients with various forms of blood cancer. 

The ALLG provides a comprehensive portfolio of research across a wide spectrum of haematological 

malignancies. The non-profit has the capability to run clinical trials in Australasia and, crucially, 

to participate in international trials; allowing us access to new drugs with the potential to make a 

significant impact on patient outcome.Professor Andrew Grigg 30 Year ALLG Member, Director of Clinical Haematology, Austin Hospital

What will this mean for  those with blood cancer?Better treatments,  better lives,  aiming for cure. 
The Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG) clinical trials 
have advanced many treatments for blood 
cancers over the last five decades. ALLG 
aims to cure patients with blood cancers; 
finding more effective and less toxic 
therapies to improve and lengthen lives.

Over 160 trials

Over 12,500 patients
Supported by ALLG trials since 1973, including all ALLG trials, projects and registries.

Scientific Advisory Committee

Meet our Scientific 
Advisory Committee

Scientific Research Strategy

The Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG) is the only not-for-profit, collaborative clinical research 

group in Australia and New Zealand dedicated to the design and conduct of clinical trials. Our clinician researcher 

membership work to improve the treatment and lives of patients with various forms of blood cancer. 

The ALLG provides a comprehensive portfolio of research across a wide spectrum of haematological 

malignancies. The non-profit has the capability to run clinical trials in Australasia and, crucially, 

to participate in international trials; allowing us access to new drugs with the potential to make a 

significant impact on patient outcome.Professor Andrew Grigg 30 Year ALLG Member, Director of Clinical Haematology, Austin Hospital

What will this mean for  those with blood cancer?Better treatments,  better lives,  aiming for cure. 
The Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG) clinical trials 
have advanced many treatments for blood 
cancers over the last five decades. ALLG 
aims to cure patients with blood cancers; 
finding more effective and less toxic 
therapies to improve and lengthen lives.

Over 160 trials

Over 12,500 patients
Supported by ALLG trials since 1973, including all ALLG trials, projects and registries.

Our members’ Scientific Working Parties (SWP) are active forums for 
workshopping ideas from their infancy, developing protocols for clinical trials 
and then publishing and acting upon their findings to change the way we treat 
blood cancer; for better treatments. The ALLG’s Scientific Advisory Committee 
(SAC) is responsible for overseeing the scientific direction of the ALLG’s 
research. 

Deputy Chair 

A/Prof Zoe McQuilten 
Monash Health, Victoria,  
and Co-Chair of ALLG’s 
Supportive Care SWP

Prof David  
Curtis 
Alfred Health, 
Victoria,  
and Chair of ALLG’s 
Transplantation and 
Cell Therapies SWP 

Chair 

Prof Judith Trotman 
Concord Repatriation General 
Hospital, New South Wales

A/Prof Matthew 
Greenwood 
Royal North Shore 
Hospital,  
New South Wales,  
and Co-Chair of ALLG’s 
Acute Leukaemia and 
Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome SWP

Prof Michael 
Dickinson 
Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre, Victoria, 
and Co-Chair of ALLG’s 
Lymphoma SWP 

A/Prof Eliza 
Hawkes
Austin and Eastern 
Health, Victoria, 
and Chair of ALLG’s 
Lymphoma SWP

Prof Stephen 
Opat 
Monash Health, 
Victoria, and Chair 
of ALLG’s Chronic 
Lymphocytic 
Leukaemia SWP

Prof Hang  
Quach 
St Vincent’s Hospital 
Melbourne, Victoria, 
and Chair of ALLG’s 
Myeloma SWP

A/Prof David 
Ross 
Royal Adelaide Hospital, 
South Australia, and 
Chair of ALLG’s Chronic 
Myeloid Leukaemia 
& Myeloproliferative 
Neoplasms SWP

Prof Andrew 
Wei 
Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre, Victoria, 
and Chair of ALLG’s 
Acute Leukaemia 
and Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome SWP

Learn more 
about ALLG’s 
Scientific 
Research 
Strategy 
here.

Dr Colm Keane 
Princess Alexandra 
Hospital, 
Queensland, and  
Chair of ALLG’s  
Laboratory 
Science SWP

Committee members 

https://www.allg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/allg-flyer-research-strategy-external-mar2022-v2.pdf
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Challenge Yourself  
– join Team ALLG!
Put the FUN back into fundraising by joining Team ALLG and run, cycle or swim 
for blood cancer research! You can join an existing event like Run Melbourne 
or City 2 Surf, or get together with friends or workmates and create your own 
sponsored challenge.  Not only will you be enjoying the great outdoors and 
doing something fun, you will also raise funds to power ALLG’s blood cancer 
research at the same time! By supporting ALLG, you are an essential part of the 
team that is fighting blood cancers through ground-breaking clinical research. 

To find out more details, visit www.allg.org.au/fundraise-for-us and check out 
the list of upcoming events. If you’re Melbourne-based, why not join some of 
the ALLG staff and our doctors at Run Melbourne on Sunday 16th July?  
We’d love to see you there!

For more information, please contact Kate Halford, Partnerships & Fundraising 
Manager, at kate.halford@allg.org.au

Team ALLG

The Australasian Leukaemia and 
Lymphoma Group is registered 
with the Australian Taxation 
Office as an Income Tax Exempt 
Charitable Entity. Donations over 
$2 are tax-deductable.

Upcoming challenge events

A few of our ALLG Trial Office staff posed  
for our Team ALLG fitness challenge fundraiser.

http://www.allg.org.au/fundraise-for-us
https://runmelbourne23.grassrootz.com/allg
https://city2surf23.grassrootz.com/allg
https://bridgetobrisbane.gofundraise.com.au/
https://run.gofundraise.com.au/page/TeamALLG
https://sm23.grassrootz.com/allg
https://run.gofundraise.com.au/page/TeamALLG
https://melbmara2023.grassrootz.com/allg
https://stadiumstompadelaideoval23.grassrootz.com/allg
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Lymphoma trials

List of open and upcoming ALLG clinical 
trials in lymphoma

Trial                            Lead doctor Trial Status
NHL30 PETReA Anna Johnston Open to Recruitment

The ALLG NHL30 PETReA clinical trial is for newly diagnosed patients with advanced 
stage follicular lymphoma who require treatment. This follicular lymphoma trial, 
spearheaded by Prof Judith Trotman and Dr Anna Johnston in collaboration with 
the Cancer Research UK trial group, is one of the largest follicular lymphoma studies 
globally to date. This trial is testing the role of a positron emission tomography (PET) 
scan following chemo-immunotherapy to determine the need for maintenance therapy. 
The aim is to minimise side-effects from treatment for good prognosis patients and to 
see whether standard maintenance can improved upon for high risk patients. 

NHL32 BLOCK PCNSL Gareth Gregory Open to Recruitment

ALLG NHL32 BLOCK CNS, led by Dr Gareth Gregory and A/Prof Eliza Hawkes, is 
testing a new treatment called Pembrolizumab(Keytruda) for Primary CNS B-cell 
lymphoma which will be added after the  patient has received standard combination 
chemotherapy as prescribed by their doctor.  The aim is to improve patient outcomes.

NHL35 PACIFIC Chan Cheah In Set-up

The ALLG NHL35 PACIFIC clinical trial, led by Doctors Chan Cheah and Katharine 
Lewis, explores the role of a drug called pembrolizumab with chemoimmunotherapy 
as frontline therapy of primary mediastinal B-cell lymphoma. This innovative trial’s 
regimen provides a time limited, radiotherapy-sparing treatment approach to avoid the 
additional side-effects, and to improve patient outcomes.

HD11 Canadian HD11 Tara Cochrane In Set-up

ALLG HD11 is randomised phase ll study of drugs called Pembrolizumab and 
Brentuximab Vedotin versus standard care, followed by high dose chemotherapy 
and autologous stem cell transplantation for patients whose Hodgkin lymphoma 
has returned after their initial treatment. (An autologous stem cell transplant uses 
healthy blood stem cells from your own body to replace your diseased or damaged 
bone marrow). This is an international trial in collaboration with the Canadian Clinical 
Trial group, to determine patients’ complete response rates compared to standard 
treatment; to help optimise outcomes for patients’ health.

HD12 CATER-HL Tara Cochrane In Set-up

ALLG HD12 CATER-HL is a clinical trial for older patients with Hodgkin lymphoma. 
Led by A/Prof Tara Cochrane and Dr Colm Keane, the trial will combine the drug 
tislelizumab with a chemotherapy regimen with the aim to improve cure rates with 
limited additional side-effects.

HD13 RADAR Nicole Wong Doo In Set-up

ALLG HD13 RADAR clinical trial is for patients with early limited-stage (stage IA/IIA) 
Hodgkin lymphoma. It will test whether a drug called bleomycin can be omitted from 
the treatment regimen and replaced with the drug brentuximab vedotin (an antibody-
drug conjugate studied in advanced-stage Hodgkin lymphoma). Unlike conventional 
chemotherapy treatments, which can damage healthy cells, antibody drug conjugates 
are targeted medicines that deliver chemotherapy agents to cancer cells. This Phase III 
trial aims to reduce side-effects and improve patient response rates to treatment.

Lymphoma 
Lymphoma is a cancer which 
affects the lymphatic system, 
particularly the lymph nodes. 
It occurs when cells of the 
immune system (lymphocytes), 
grow and multiply 
uncontrollably. There are two 
main types of lymphocytes that 
can develop into lymphomas, 
B cells and T cells. B-cells are 
a type of white blood cell, or 
“immune cell” that aids the 
body in fighting off infections. 
T cells are part of the immune 
system and develop from 
stem cells in the bone marrow. 
They help protect the body 
from infection and may help 
fight cancer. Also called T 
lymphocyte and thymocyte.

If you are interested in 
participating in a clinical trial, 
speak with you doctor and 
visit ALLG’s website to see 
the Current Clinical Trials list 
and to read Frequently Asked 
Questions about participating 
in a clinical trial.

To learn more, visit our News 
page on allg.org.au to see 
past editions of ALLG News 
and more. The next ALLG 
News, Edition 4 will be out in 
June.

You can subscribe to receive 
our quarterly ALLG News 
@ https://www.allg.org.au/
subscribe-to-allg-news/

https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/
https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
http://allg.org.au
https://www.allg.org.au/subscribe-to-allg-news/
https://www.allg.org.au/subscribe-to-allg-news/


Patient and Carer Resources
For information on clinical trials, visit ALLG’s  
Frequently Asked Questions. 
Our excellent relationships and continuity of support from key partners across the 
Blood Cancer Forum network, industry partners and philanthropic organisations have 
been critical to ALLG’s ability to conduct clinical trials and pursue our mission to 
create better treatments for patients with blood cancers.

We would like to thank our long-term partners – Leukaemia Foundation, Lymphoma 
Australia, Myeloma Australia, Leukaemia & Blood Cancer New Zealand, Snowdome 
and Canteen Australia – and our industry and philanthropic partners for their support.
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www.allg.org.au

Resources

You can visit our partner organisations for patient and 
carer resources and support services:

Leukaemia & Blood Cancer 
New Zealand
Leukaemia & Blood Cancer New 
Zealand (LBC) is the only not-for-
profit organisation in New Zealand 
dedicated to providing care, and 
supporting research for a cure, for 
people living with blood cancer and 
serious blood conditions.

LBC is committed to improving 
the quality of life for our patients 
and their families/whānau. LBC 
provides patient support services, 
funds research, provides the latest 
information, helps raise awareness, 
and advocates for patients and their 
families/whānau.

LBC provides individualised 
support to patients, runs support 
programmes for adults and children, 
facilitates education sessions, 
and provides emergency financial 
assistance.

LBC has support centres in 
Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Dunedin, and our 
team travels to other parts of New 
Zealand regularly.

leukaemia.org.nz  

NZ Nationwide Phone Number: 
0800 15 10 15.  

Lymphoma Australia 
Lymphoma Australia is the only dedicated 
organisation who provides individualised 
nursing support and education to lymphoma 
and CLL patients in Australia. Lymphoma 
Australia aims to improve patient outcomes by 
supporting and providing education to nurses 
across Australia, which has resulted in 3,500 
members in our nursing special interest group. 
We have a dedicated health literacy nurse, who 
has developed, updated and standardised our 
lymphoma subtype brochures and website to 
meet universal health literacy standards. 

Lymphoma Australia continues to grow as an 
organisation as we work towards supporting all 
people affected by lymphoma across Australia. 
For more information, please visit our website or 
email nurse@lymphoma.org.au.

https://www.lymphoma.org.au/support-for-you/

Leukaemia Foundation  
Blood Cancer  
Support Line
If you or someone you love has 
been diagnosed with blood 
cancer, you’re not alone.  

Connect with an experienced 
Blood Cancer Support 
professional who can guide 
and support you through 
the emotional, physical, and 
psychosocial challenges of blood 
cancer diagnosis, treatment, and 
survivorship. 

Call 1800 620 420  
or visit leukaemia.org.au

https://www.leukaemia.org.au/
how-we-can-help/

Myeloma Australia
Myeloma Australia exists to support, educate, inform, 
empower and bring hope to people who are living with 
myeloma, and their loved ones. Our specialist Myeloma 
Support Nurses provide information and caring support 
through our Telephone Support Line, Workshops & Seminars 
and Information & Support Group programs; our programs 
are delivered both online and in-person.  

Our website has booklets, fact sheets, podcasts and videos 
available for download to help you learn more about 
myeloma, its treatments and living well. All of our programs 
and services are free and confidential. For more information, 
call 1800 693 566 or visit www.myeloma.org.au

https://www.allg.org.au/clinical-trials-research/current-clinical-trials/faqs/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/allg-clinical-trials/
https://twitter.com/ALLGtrials
https://www.facebook.com/ALLGtrials/
https://www.leukaemia.org.nz/support/
mailto:nurse@lymphoma.org.au
https://www.lymphoma.org.au/support-for-you/
https://www.leukaemia.org.au/how-we-can-help/

https://www.leukaemia.org.au/how-we-can-help/

http://www.myeloma.org.au



